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Treatment of American POWSs in Vietnam CIA Files

126 pages of selected CIA fTiles dating from 1966 to 1971.
The files concern the treatment of American POWs. The files
cover: The exploitation of U.S. POWs for propaganda
purposes. Experiences of American pilots captured in
Vietnam. Intelligence on Hoa Lo Prison, also known as Hanoi
Hilton. Lessons used in the indoctrination of American POWs.
North Vietnamese policy toward American POWs. The Viet Cong
practices involving the taking of POWs. The air raids that
took place in and around Hanoi during the period of time of
McCain®s last sortie. The use of POWs for propaganda
broadcasts. The Viet Cong prison system for Vietnamese
under their detention.



NOTES:

The CIA files in this set are in the exact condition as released by the CIA.
The condition of some images are indicative of poorly microfilmed originals.
This PDF file is best viewed with Acrobat or Acrobat reader 8.0 or higher.

The latest version of Acrobat Reader can be obtained for free at www.adobe.com.
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l.  (SUHNARY. VIET CONG (ve) POLICY TOWARD PRISONERS 0;
WAR (POW'S) WHICH DATES BACK TO THE RESISTAHCE AGAINST THE
FnENCH IS STILL APPLIGABLE TO U.S. POW"S, BASIGALLY, THE
CAPTUKLNG OF THE MAXIMUM WUMBER OF U.S. FORCES IS ENCOURAGLD,
I 0aDER THAT THEY CAN BE EXPLOITED FOR INTELLIGENCE, PROPAAUDA
AKD POLITICAL PURPOSES. THIS POLICY HAS WOT ALWAYS BLZii
CARKIED OUT, HOWEVER, BECAUSE VC TROOPS WERE NOT AWARE OF 1T, BECAUSE

THEY SCUGHT TO AVENGE THEIR COMRADES BY HILLING THE EKENY,

BECAUSE OF DIFFICULTIES EHEOUE?FHED_!ﬂ"THﬁHEFEHHIHE PRISCGHI RS

I0 THE COMMAND POST, AND BECAUSE IT WAS EASIER TO KILL PGU'3
WHEN THE UNIT HAD TO WITHDHKAY UNDER DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTAMNCE! .

VC MILITARY REGION (MR) FIVE UNITS HAD TAKEN NO U.S. PHISGI IRS
I THE LAST TWO YEARS. AS A RESULT, A THREE-PHASE CANPALS:

WAS INAUGURATED IN EARLY 1966 TO INDOCTRINATE ALL CADRES AiD

THOOPS I THE VC POW POLICY, TO DISSEMINATE SLOGAKS AWND OPERATICHAL
PLAHS FOR CAPTURING U.S. ThOOPS AED TO RECAPITULATE THE

SUCCESSES OF THE VARIOUS UNITS IN CAPTURING U.S. FORCES.)

€. VC GEWERAL HEADQUARTERS DOCUMENWTS WHICH DEALT WITH
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POLICY TOWARD U.S. POW'S MADE THE FOLLOVING THREE POIaTS IN
WSSESSING THE POSITION OF U.S. TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETHAK (SVN): (1)
WHEN U.S. ECONOMIC AND TECKNICAL ADVISORY AID TO SVN FAILCD TC
PnODUCE: RESULTS, THE U.S. WAS FORCED TO SHOW ITS THUE COLONIALLST
INTEKTIONS BY SEWDING TROOPS TO SVN AND BOMBING WORTH VIETNAGR
CHVHy, AW ACTIOW WHICH PROVES THAT THEY ARE AGGKESSORS AND WAICH
WILL EARN THEM THE CONDEWNATION OF ALL PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE IN —
THE WORLD. (¢2) INCREASED U.S. TROOP STRENGTH PROVIDES MORE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR CAPTURING AWD KIDNAPPING AMERICAN PERSON JEL
ARD FOR CAKRYING OUT PROPAGANDA EFFORTS AIMED AT ENCOURAGIHG

U.5. FORCES TO DEFYORDERS AND TO SUPPORT THE VC REVOLUTIOHARY

CAUSE, BECAUSE THE U.S. TROOPS, FARTICULARLY OFFICEHS, aLTHgUsH
WELL TAAINED, ARE AFRALD OF THE HARDSHIPS OF WAR. (3) MOozT
U.S. SERVICEMEN ARE DHAFTEES FHOW THE WORKING CLASS WHO HEVE

BEEW DELUDED BY THE U.S, GOVERNMEWT INTO THINKING THAT THEY ARE
FIGHTING TO DEFEHND THE FKREE WOKLD. *®HE TASK OF THE VC IS 70

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE FACT THAT THE U.S. FORCES ARE FAR FRIM

HOME AND EWGAGED IN A DIFFICULT GUERRILLA WAR, BY WIKLING THE
OVEis, SVEN THOUGH THEY ARE WOT CAPTIVES, BY WAKING THEN A% AHE

OfF THE TAUE WATURE OF THEIR MISSION I VIETNAM, THEREBY SCWIHG

1.3{a)(4)
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DISUAITY IN THEIR RANKS.

3. THERE 15 A THREEFOLD PURPOSE IW TAKING U.5. PAISOME (52
THEY CAN BE EXPLITED FOR INTELLIGEZNCE PURPOSES; THEY CAM B.
EXPOLITED FOR PROPAGANDA AND COUKTER-PROPAGAWDA PUKPOSLS T.ROUGH
nADIO BROADCASTS AWD INTERVIEWS PUBLISHED IN THE WEUTHALIS"

AND PKO-COMNMUNIST PRESS; THEY CAN BE USED POLITICALLY TO FuRTAZA
THE CAUSE OF COMHUNISM BEYOND THE LIMITED GONWIEXT OF VIETN.} 3Y
PhOPAGANDIZING, THEM, BRALN WASHING THEM, AND CONVERTING THip

INTO COWNMUNIST OR PRO-COMMUNIST CADRES WHO WILL WORK ACTIVILY
"FOR THE PARTY IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN REI ZASED.

4. THE VC ALSD WANT TO TAKE A LARGE WUMBER OF CAPTIVES
IN ORDER ToO BE ABLE TO CALL FOR AW EXCHAHGE OF POW'S. DURiING

.THE PAST TWO YEARS, HOWEVER, MR FIVE HAS CAPTURED KO U.S.
" MILITARY PERSONNEL IN SPITE OF WUMEROUS ENGAGEMEWTS. THERLFORE
‘DURING AW MR FIVE CELEBRATION HELD IN EARLY 1966 IN THE JULGLE
AREA OF SON HA DISTRICT, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE, FIELD GHADE

POLITICAL OFFICER MAJOR GENERAL CHU HUY. MAW AND DEPUTY FIELD
GRADE POLITICAL OFFICER SENIOR COLONEL TRINH CALLED ON ALL
UNITS TO MAKE A THORDUGH STUDY OF PARTY AND NVH GOVERWIENT

1.3(a){4}

felaeslfratben ) [diapam pentrale]
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POLICY ON POW'S AND .TO EXECUTE IT CORRECTLY. FAILURE TU oo S0
J0ULD RESULT I4 SEVERE FUNISHMENT. COLONEL TRINH THEN INAGURATED

A THREE-PHASE CAMPAIGN BY PRESENTING A TYPICAL VC UNIT WITH A

"SYMBOLIC™ ROPE FOR TYING UP PRIOSHERS.
5. THE FIRST PHASE OF THE CaMPAIGH CONSISTED OF aN

INTENSIVE INDOCTRIWATION OF ALL CADRES AND TROOPS ON THE FOV
POLICY WHICH HAD BEEN IN EFFECT $INCE THE TINE OF THE RESISTANCE
ABAINST THE FRENCH, BUT WHICH HAD NOT ALWAYS BEEN GARRIED OUT
EFFECTIVELY. THIS PHASE, WHICK LASTED THREE MOWTHS, FRON iaRCH
THOUGH WAY, WAS FIRST ORGAWIZED BY THE PARTY COMMITTEES Al
DIVISiow, REGIMENT, AND BATTALION LEVELS AND THEW HON-PAKT ¢
MENBERS WERE SUBJECTED TO INDOCTRINATION, THE ADVANTAGES JF TAKING

LIVE PLISONERS was STRESSED, AWD THE FOLLOWING REASOGNS WER:® GTVEN FoR
VC CADRES AND SOLDIERS FAILURE TO DO SO IN THE PAST:

IAE VC WERE NOT AWARE OF THE INPORTANCE OF TAKING PO¥'S; THEY WANTED
TO AVENGE THEIR CAMRADES BY SLAUGHTERING THE ENENY; THERE WERE
DIFFICULTIES AND HWARDSHIPS INVOLVED IN TRANSFERKING FRISOIERS FROM

THE UNIT TO THE COMMAND POST; AND WHEN A UNIT VAS SURROULDED -

OR HAD SUFFERED MANY CASUALITES PRISONERS WERE KILLED TO FAKE WITHDRAWY

Eﬁ.S‘lLﬁi

JE—— I— B >
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S+ THE SECOND PHASE OF THE CAMPAIGN, VHICH STARTED Ii E—
JUNE 1966 AND WAS SCHEDULED TO CONTINUE THROUGH JANUARY 1937,
WAS ENTITLED "EMULATION FOR CAPTURING AMERICANWS™. SLOGAHS SUCH
A3 A LIVE POW IS EQUAL TO TEN DEAD AMERIGAM AGGRESSORS™ W R
DISSEMINATED AND OPERATIONAL PLANS BASED On THESE SLOGANS JERE,
FORlULATED. ALL SOLDIERS AND CADKES HAD To OBTALN ROPES, 44D
PrlOR TO AN OPERATION THE LEADERS CHECKED To MAKE SURE THE

FESE

Tn00PS HAD THEM. THOSE WHO DID WOT HAVE RoOPES WERE SEVEREL Y
PUNISHED. THE V¢ WERE ORDEKED TO ENGAGE IN CLOSE COMBAT iN
CHDER To Take u.s. PRISONERS. THEY WEKE aALsSO ORDERED T0 TRZAT
UsS. POW'S WELL, TO GIVE THEM ENOUGH To EAT, TO BEHAVE POLITELY,
AKD TO ATTEMPT To ﬁRnPnEAuhIzE THEM. POW'S WERE To BE TRANSFERRED
TO THE COMMAND POST 45 sooM as POSSIBLE DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES
IWVOLVED, EVEW IF THE PRISOMER HAD TO BE CARRIED. ‘UPOH WITHDRAWING
WHEHN SURROUNDED BY THE ENEMY, ?uw's, WOUNDED, AND DEAD SHouLp
of EVACUATED FIRST, THEW WEAPONS AND FINALLY THE UNIT.

T+ THE THIRD PHASE, WHICH wag SCHEDULED TO BE KELD IN ZARLY
1567, wAsS To BE a RECAPITULATION OF SUGCCESSES AND CELEBRAT:ONS

1.3(a)(4)
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WERE TQ BE HELD TO CONGRATULATE AWD REWARD
B« FIELD DISSEN:

OUTSTAHDING UNITs.
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. BUMMARY

“h11 ceptured US perscnnel wers taken to regiment headquerters, because enly
o0 regimental cadres had the authorify to interrogate US captives. The capturing
w1 undt had full responsibility for the lives of US pervomnel until they were

.3 delivered to a higher suthority, Generally, captives did not remain for a |

ot long time with a battalion or regiment, Dventually s1l POWs, were takan to

i HANOI,both for thedir own gafety and se that they oculd get encugh food., Source
', heard that the priscnsrs ‘were never beaten and generally receivad good
treatment. While Source was being detained, he met other VO prisoners wheo-
claimed that a US pilot, & former POW, had said that VN had a good POW policy
and that szome US captives did not want to Leava NVN.
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fAecording to HNVN policy for the treatment of PlWs, 2ll eaptured U3,
personnel had to be taken to regimental headguarters, Only regimentsl
cadres had the authority to interrogate US captives, The unit which
captured US personnel had full responsibility for thedir lives from the
time they were captured until they were daliverud to a superior anthority,
The unit concerned usually assligned LABOR YQUTH GROUP members to Accampany
he captivea and to prevent the paople, militda or guerrillas frem approash
Ang them, because in certain areas the people would beat the [MERICENS.
The command seections of battalions and reglments took care of feading US
captives. Usually, AMERICANS were fed with camned food seifed in battle,
Generally, the captives did net remain for a long time with a battalion or
regiment. Seurce had heard that all s FOWs were eventually taken to HANDTI,
80 that they could have snough food and to ensure their safety, If the .
AMERICANS were captured in SVN, they had to go part of the way on foot,
but if captured in NVN, they could go to HANOI by train or truck,

Source heard that US pilots, as well 28 other Bla,received good treatment
and wore never beaten, Thuoy might be taught the VIETNAMESE Ianguage and
have politicel discussions, if they wished, They had a special diet,
clean living quarters, and a restricted recregtional area, Source
commented that while he was being detained in PIEIKD Frovinee, 3VN, he
met some VG priscners who kmew s 1S pilot who had been piekad up in

QUANG BINH Province, NVN. and Llater. faldasad, ~The Pilet told the YC
priscners thet NVY hid o & o PO poliey ond that scme' S coptives did
not want to leave KVN and seemed vary much attached to HANOT.
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On 2 September 196L, Source sow two captured US pilots at on ehibition
in HiNOI, NVN. The exhibition was colled "The 5 Augnst Exhibition",
because the pilots had been shot down on that day.

The exhibition was held in a bullding in UNIFICATION Park, VAN HO Arsa
(near BAY MAU Lake), HANOI., The pilots, dressed in white, were seated

in one roomy their uniforms, head gear, identification cards, and fragmenta
of their mireraft were displayed in another room. They both appeared to

be yoang, strong, and fat, Their hair was brown. Source could not

ramamber their names.
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1. ON 1 F’Esnunﬁ'f msﬁ;af' MTEHE'-'D A ﬂ:,HEMEIH HELD
m VELCOME SOUPHANOUVONG WHD HAD cm-.z m Vvi51T THE THAEE Aﬂtnlcau

" PRISONZRE KELD IN A CAVE NEAR KANG LIT. Mﬁunnnzm . bﬁ_/
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_-TI-ERE VERE-TVO PILOTS IMPRISONED NEAR THE "HOUET VONGL) T "m

L]

mtmrw WAS KELD nms:n: OF THE CAVE VHERE THE AMERICANS - ';,'.:":53 et
 VEAE INPRISONED. w ALONG VITH DONE uu.:.mam;, HAD a:zu.‘
| INVITED TO WEET THE AMERIGANS. _ -~ & .o o oiio s o i
2. umnnmﬁ T“ GNE OF THE AMERICANS VAS SNALL, %
ABOUT THE SIZE 'OF A LAO. THE SECOND WAS BALD OR BALDING, AND

""IKE THIRD HAD A CREV CUT AND HAIRY ARKS AND CHEST, oz

. COULD-NOT REMENBER ANY NAKES. u)mrﬂml “cuuu- I

i mm PASSES THROUGH VOODS. R L T A .

v s
o

| AND IN GOOD HERSTH. , THEY VERE NOT TIED OR MANDCUFFED. - THEY

NOT IDENTIFY ANY.OF THE AMERICANS IN PHOTOGRAPHS SHOVN-HIN.)-
> ﬁsm THE ANERICANS SEEMED TO BE HAPPY AND CHEERFUL

R
¥

JﬂHED AND SHMILED VMZH THEY TALKED VITH SEUFHAHGUUGM ﬂHE' s

-OF THEX TAPPED oN THE BACK AND SHOOK WIS MAWD, :
. a; {EEHcouNTED 32 XHA GUARDS SURROUNDING THE AMERTCANS:
K CONMENTED THAT THERE ARE USUALLY KANY PL TROOPS IN THE AREA
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A HOME OF EEHEHﬂL SIHGHAPu._ THO AMLRICAN
PILOTS IR FLIEH'I SUITE ¥1TH THE- IHSIEI“A OF RENEK F‘LHH'U‘ED HEHE -
BEING WELD UNDER ARMED GUARD IN THE EEPEEAL S HOUSE. THEY VERE. '

e R THE 'rn,u*.rs WERE
;: GUIET. AND LOOKED wnnn:sn. ONE WAS TALL AND BALDING. THE OTHER,
i M40 WAS ALSO TALL, HAD A 'MEAVY BUILD AND A ROUND FACE, ° :
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! n{ﬂ:ums ALSO TALL. HAD A n:nvr BUILD AND A ROUND FACE,
i

THE PILOTS WERE

YAt HONE OF asnzanL sznsunru. THO ARLRICAN
PILOTS I8 FLIGHT SUITS WITH TRE - INSIGNIA OF RARK FEhﬂUED VERE.
BEING HELD UNDER ARMED GUARD IN THE GEMERAL'S Hnusr. THEY WZRE.

quzzr AMD LOOKED HBHHIEE. OBE WAS TALL AND BALDING. THE OTHER,
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Proselyting Section and vi
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Source served as an Ad.]u't.-ant.- of . 'trhE P‘Gﬁ‘ ca.:np
Military Proselyting.Secticn, in QUANG TIN F
ting Section ocovered the three main elements

garps. Capturing POWs was the task of battl
tion units and village guerrills troops. Th
_agency who either kept them or passed them +
“were transferred from lower to higﬁﬂr agancl

|

under the Jurlsdiction nf thﬂ
ovinee, SWVN. The Military Frosely-
of propaganda, penetration and POW
field aganciea, comprised of opsra-
v surrendered them to the district
the province FOW camps, FPrisconers

L

central line camps or ‘ear base camps,

£

8. Frovince POW camps wers either
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Fage 2

At the central line camps, the prisoners and surréndereis from local or battle
areas were c¢lassified and then =ent to a provincial or regional POW rear bese
camps. At the rear base camp, priscners were detfined whils being indeoetrina-
ted prior to their release. Source pave ‘soms detdils reparding the rations

and billeting of rear base camp personnelsSource d4d net knew the interrogation
technlque used on POWs. Frisoners were the respo sibility of the capturing
agancy and wera strictly sceountad for,

MAP REFERENCES : .,
SGIF Series 1605, Sheet 137E, Scale lflﬁﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂé Edition &
SOIT Series 1605, Sheet 137W, Scale 1/200,000) Edition &
SEIF Saries LGGE, Sheet 1L3W, Scale lflUD,DDD1 Edition 2

1. During the pericd 13 Jamuary to October 1965 Source was an adiutant of the
VG priscner of war (POW) camp under the Jurisdiction of the Military
Proaelyting Section in QUANG TIN Prewincisl Gd.n.hfn:i-_‘t.-tae, called CUU LOKG,
QUANG TIN Province, SV, under the lesadership fof HAT. The erganization
structure of the Proselytdng Section was as ﬁfllﬂwﬁ= Chief, NOUYEN HIEW;
Deputy Chief, MNOUYEN NAM; Administrative Staf THAMH; and Printing Staff,
SI, There were five or six additionsl cersonnel, .

2. The Military Proselyting Section covered thsz main elements: propagands,
penetration, and POW camps, The propagands elpment (compositien unknown
sharad the office with the Milltary Preselyting Section., Itas responsibility
was to produce leaflets and documents to indockrinate people in liberated
areas, dource did not know the cadre organisation or activities of the
penetration alament.

3. The chief of the POW elemant was NOUYEN MaM (epneurrently Chief of the
HMilitary Proselyting Section), This element ebtablished twe kinds of POW
camps: central line camp and rean bass camp. {The cadre organizatien the
central line camp was not known,

L. The central line camp consisted of many meblle|bases sstablished pear battle-
fields during the operations, These mobile bafes were in cherge of raceiving
rigoners and surrenderers from logal or battle area. After classification
?ﬁnnécummiﬂﬂiuned commissioned, US or Allied troops, eivilizns, lightly
wounded, Euﬂpﬂﬂtﬂﬁ prisoners and surrenderers would be zent to the provincial

or regional PO rear ba?e CAMpPE. ;

5. The rear basge camp was located in & sacure arei. Hare captured non-aommis-
sioned officera and soldiers were detained whils being indoctrinated prier
to their releass. One rear basa camp was bullt at coordinates AS 1010 in
a demse mountainous area about a day's walk sodthwest of HAU DUC District
(TRA MY) and sbout 10 kilomsters, southwest of EBA Mountain (coordinates

BS 0LOg10),

6. The POJ element was organizad as followst
L. Board of Directors l
{1} Directaor +  NOUYEN DAD
(2] Deputy Directop : IE BA COND
{3} Adjutant Ii ] ) Ia
A— : —_
' MND 927661- 48




Ta

9.

10,

12,

13.

(L) Political Instructor :
(5) First Aid agent 1 ANH |
B. Interdor ﬁuardiﬁquad i
(1} Squad leadsr soH |
{2) Strength nine pa:&
(3) Weapons : mine Saowi
(L} Task E :  probect B
seourity

The gquartering location for the Military Prosh
Village, TAM KY District, QUANG TIN Provines.
ohe or two personnel.
was unable to observe the VO installations as
were restribted. In August 1966,"this sectich

about 100 meters from the route leading 6 Talt X¥.

dispersed among the populace.

Une rear base camp was built at eoordinates AS
mountein area about & day's walk southwest of
about 10 kilometers southwest of BA Mountain
The rear base camp consisted of two b0 x B me
ten meters apert which asccommedated LO ta 50

Source arrived thers in January 1966,

|

/ 'ﬁ"a@

Page 3

cnnel (HONG, THANH, HidH,...)
et modified riflss

netallations and maimtain

lyting Seetion was KY LoMo
EBach local family housed
However, he
entries and exits to hamlets
moved to PHUOC CAM Village,
Thers they were also

FLOT10 1n 8 dense forast

the HAU DUC District (TRa MY)
(coordinates B8 040510},

erg thatch bulldings, about
ersons, In addition, thera

were tWwo mess halls, one for POWs and the ﬂthir for the Board of Directors,

Cne building provided lodging for the guards,

Thara was one reference @oom

and one kitchen.,

The resr base camp copaiated of two L0 x 8 nthr thateh buildings, about

ten meters apart, which accommedated LO to 5O

raong. In addiition, thare

wers WwWo mess halls, one for POWs and the other for the Board of Directors.

Une building provided lodging for the guards.
10 to 50 meters apart and were surrounded by a
by the guard unit.

The menthly ration for resr base parsonnel con
three kilos of swest potato and 60 SUW piaster
parsonnel ate togethar.
enly, prepered by the puard section, The sold
their food by gathering mustard, bansnd. buds
they want fishing with nets or grenades,
and soldiers who had money could buy food in
Bach member of the wndt received a monthly all
The Director received LO SVN piasters per mon

%nd pumpkins,
They seldom had pork . Cadres

These bulldings were about

i bamboo fence and protected

15 kilos of rice,
The cadres and

igted of
for food.

The mesls consisted of cooked rice ang salted fish'

ars had to supplement °
Sometines,

[ _-LI:l'I:':I'lE.:I'I.d+

nea of 20 3VN piasters,
« Money wasz given by the

Military Proselyting Section to the Director wﬁn turnad it over to the
1

Adjutant to be doled to personnel,

Cadres and soldiers who had been neither Hwﬂzx&nﬂﬂr troops nor repatriates

werg lssued yearly one suit of black peasant's
palr of shorts, one belt for containing rice,

nylon for uwse as raincoat, cne rucksack {every Third year}

Infiltrators and repatriates had te use the of
in from NVH.

Fyjama or khaki uniform, one
ane blanket, one plece of
and one canteen,

othing and eguipment brought

' i
Most of the unit members duffered from malnutr%tiﬂn and. all had malaria,
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Medicines were available for malaris, dysentery, influensza and coughs.
Antiviotice were ueed in treating wounds, Infiltrators brought ahough
tonics to last two years, If they became sdricusly il1l, they were given

shots, Depending.on the seriousvess of their illness, individuals wers
entitled to two additional piassters to purcﬁase supplamentary food.

g
From January to March 1966, the POW camp wad involved in food and animal
production, Rice and ten thousand manioc tfees were cultiveted, A 3,600
aguare meter paddyfisld yielded about 400 kilocs of rice per harvest. Ths
cultivated arsa was loceted on a mountain slope approximately two kilometers
south of the barracks, They raised four pigs and 30 chickens. The cadres
and soldlera alsorparticipated in repairing ;barracks, diggzing trenches and

carrying supplies. i

[

In March 1966, Source and two comrades named HA NAM and THANH were trens-
ferred to the Military Proselyting Seection and assigned to production in
EY SOH Villape, TAM EY District, QUANG TIN Rrovince. After getting two
buffaloes from the Military Proselyting Sectfion, they oultivated about
10,000 square meters of paddyfield which had been abandoned by the loeal
pecple. They cultlvated 10,000 manioc treesg and 720 square meters of sweat
potatoes on the mountainside. In August 1985, befors harvest tims, Source
;;E; on heme lsave to BINH DINH Province,whers he was captured on 7 October
& . i

Although Seurce was responsible for managﬁné the POW camp he had not receiv-
ed instruction regarding POW tranfers., His pomrades told him several prin-
eiples. POWs must be transferred from lower, to upper agencles. Capluring
FlWa was the task of the battlefield agency Which was comprised of operstion
units and village guerrilla troops. The bajtlefisld ageney surrendsred
them to the district agency (Military Proselyting Section). After classi-
fying the PiWs, the district agency would either transfai or kesp them.

The district POW camp was reserved for detaining reglonal and militia troops
in the district. The provineial POW camp webe either central line camps
or rear base camps. The Regicnal Agency received the important prisoners
such a8 SVN non-commissioned or commnlssionad: officers and US and allied -
troops. Source did not know they would be treated thera:. He was told that
they would be liberated after a rather leng indoetrination,

Each sgency was required to have soma ﬁarﬂﬂnbal fm charge of escorting
prisoners. Prisoners traveled by foot to the receiving agency. The pri-
soners were naither handeuffed nor blindfolddéd during the Jjournay.

The first responsibility of the agencies conberned was to put the fright-
ened and confused priscners at “ease by expliining the VO Line and policy.
The prisoners must be teld that after a perild of necessary indoctrination
whey would be liberated. The belongings of POWs must be carefully kept
and recorded. A receipt listing the amcunt 3f money and jewsls was written
clearly and the owner's signature cbtained, [If the priscners were trans-
farred, their belengings would be brought aling with them. If they wers
liberated, their belonfings would have to be?given back to them.

All POWs “were Iinterrogeted on the spot by tﬁe agencies in charpge of
capturing them. {(Seurce did not know whether or not they later weuld be
interrogated by the other zpenciss), Snuraeilearned that the interropators
paid the most attention to the blographiecs and occupations of priscners.
Source did not know the interrogation te::hr.-i%me.

The agency capturing the prisoners hed to privida food within one or two

days, If priscners were detalned in a district over three days, the dis-
trict agency would make a report to the nr&vﬂnce to claim expenses. The

I |
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i
general expenses for POWz in all of the . .
provineisl Committee, Br *‘?’1“'3'3 were given by the
£

The monthly ration of each POW or surrenderer included 15 kilos of rice; a

supplement of 3 kilos of sweet potato and 4D SVN piasters o .
sauce, salt and mustard), b for food {fish
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SUMMALR Y

Following a 27 December 1966 engagement near XUAN SON Village, HOAT AN Distrdef, | :
BINH DINH Province, 3VN, "an American First Air Cavalry Division private was

captured by Batta :Lcnr:ﬁ and interrogated, Source npever saw thes Amerdcan, He
haard that the prisconer claimed he had come to visit the Vietnamese people but
had not come to fight tham,- ~Ha-had been in SVN ‘six mpt}‘t-hs before his captura,

) * "-,T'l.l.' woad
. .
1
W
f oy TR g P —— L . .
[ - ¥ = S T asna P i e | R L g — .
CRISTRIMITTON T - T ,ﬁ -
ATLACRMIN RS
s HAlY .
! 3
. : 7
UG Eebasty (O54) _
| Yy,
: 1;! Hone
SEEl THIS MATERIAL CONTARHE INFORENTION
::::rrlmq. THE MaT|oNAL DEFENGE o YHE WHITED
FTATES WITHIN THE WEZAHIHE OF THL CFFIEHADE
Lasps. TRl defluson. BECTIONS TER AAD T4
JuH ﬂ IIEEI THE TRAYFMiSSIbN OR FEVELETEDN OF WHIGH IH

AMY BKHHER AN URANTHERIZER FEREOH 13
PEOHIBITED BY LAW..

L :
: _I.?E:‘:‘_\:g;'-:"‘{ e F‘h‘-.-"l: P T A,

Appravgd for Rete: 2 NND 927661- bbo
Date. T 29




1,

Fage 2

i

Following a 27 December 1966 engagement near ZUAN SON Village, HOAL AN
Ddstrict, BINH DINH Frovinee, SVH, an American First Alr Cavalry Division
infantryuan was captured by VG Battalion 8, He was later interrogated

at the battalion by the English-speaking assistant radic platoon leader,
Senior Sergeant NOUYEN AW MICH. It was not known where the American was
taken and deteined,

Source never saw the American but heard that he was a private, about 18
years old, Caucasian, was tall and had a large build., The Anerican stated
that he had completed a US 12th Grade formal education gnd was single. He
had comes to SN to travel and to visit the Vietnamese people, but had not
aome to fight them. The Amerdcan said he had been in SVN for six monthe
before his capbure,
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0N 22 ﬂPHIL\THE OTHER TWO AHERIEHHS WERE TRKER TO BAN
, KaKaY TEU EUH 152552} TD EROADCAST FDH THE FHIHET LAD RADIO. Iﬂ

o — T, e e i =T

-
= |.a_-_.--.-.r-.|.--- o ™

THE PAST ‘IhE THREE-CAPTIVES USUALLY MADE THE- IHIF'__EULF"I" MH:EE.

e el

yy >
KONTH, Ek,f-] COMMENT'S  WHILE THE PRISONERS MAY. HAVE BEEN M‘f‘f

SUBJECTED TO DETAILED QUESTIONING, 1T IS UNLIKELY THAT THEY .
KADE LIVE BRCADCASTS SIRCE NOKE IS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN EADE. - BROAD=-
CRSTS hDh'F.'ln'l'H CoULD HWE ceEEN TLFED FOR FUTUHE US.E.,) THE-TRIFS UEUM.’LI

TOOK TEK DAYS.  OBE-OF-THE PILOTS ¥AS TALL AND THIN AND :
APFARENTLY SFOKE LAD. P g

5. OKN 22 AFRIL ﬁﬁEfEH.EEHGEHH[_EHIHEﬁﬂ; THE CHIEF GF_THE-'_'_I i

PATEET LAD EUﬁHDE DETAILED TO THE HHEHICM‘ PRISONERS, WAS-
TRANSFERRED TO BAN-KAXAY TEI.I BECAUSE KE APFRRENILY FAILED TQ
WOTIFY THE PROPER ﬁUTHﬂHHIEE IFHEDIHEL‘I’-UPDH

D1SCOVERIKG IHP.T_N-E OF THE PILOTIS WAS ILL. THE-I¥O

AMERICAKS, VHO ARRIVED™AT CHINGAN'S_HOUSE EARLY ON 22 APRIL Lg:ﬂﬁ?é!‘r"“;‘“

RCCOXPANIED WIM TO-BAN NAKAY TEU [N OSE VEHICLEZTHAT-EVENING
KKAEBAI, A PATHET-LAO-OFFICER, ARRIVED THE SAMEDAY.TO REPLACE
CHINGAND P R T

' T S o . '
. €501 brsseny- sTATE ARBY AIR USHACY 7TH-AIRFORCE -
CINCPAC PACFLT PACAF m?;.c '
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SUBJECT MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS (N HAND| 4 (

\ 1.3(a)0)
I ———
" 5. ACTLVE UNDERGROUND POWER STAT Ions

LU POW SERVICING HaMD | WHICH ARE Lq;gﬂ:q.__l_n THE CITY_AND

L Ty I

1 THE SUBURBS, THE muJoR ITY OF CHILDREN AND oLD PEopLE HAVE BEEN RELOCATED OUTSIDE THE
©ITY: ALSO, MADR NDUSTRIES HAVE BEEN MoveD UTSIDE THE CITY, WHILE SaLL CONSUMER GOODS

| THERE ARE FIVE ACTIVE UNDERGROUND
FOWER STATIONS SERVICING HANOI, THREE oF WHICH ARE LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY LiMiTs ano ™E

5

4 OTHER TWO ON THE OUTSK(RTS, ONE OF THE POWER STATIONS!

3

2 IS WOCATED NEXT TO THE INDIAN CONSULATE nnu'!;gm. ON LE THAN KIET.  IT |3 DESCRIBED AS if
e ————— 13y



: _: I‘M_r
(Bserifeiven) Ceuam sonire .
nzurwm- :ml.:. S0LID CONCRETE BUILDING WITH MANY ELECTRIC CABLES EMANATING FROM IT AND
mmmemam mrmuw:mmn THERE 1S A um:ﬁmr:ﬂmmnmummmm |
POWER STATION. WHICH wmum.*r HAS NOT BEEN SEVERELY DAMAGED. ‘THERE HAS BEEN NO RAT 10NiNg
OF ELECTRICITY, mm:nmzs HAVE URGED ALL RESIDENTS [NCLUDING THE FOREIGN COMMUNITY TO
T OOWN ON THE USE OF AIR CONDITIONERS AND OTHER ELECTRICAL AFFLIMCE!. HOWEVER, NO
EFFORT HAS BEEN DE.EHTEDTU H-Irm':t: THIS EI:IIL'I' HIDTHE PLEAS Hl."u't u:m DISREGARGED BY
RESIDENTS, APART FROM THE IMMEDIATE EFFECTS OF THE 19 AND 20 MAY BOMBINGS, THERE HAS NoT
BEEN ANY. H'J'DHTM.‘E OF WATER IN HANOI.
34 nt.mlm THE .MH‘. Iulns, THE WELL TRAINED PORULACE H:!me TO TI-IE AIR RAID ALARMS
BY GOING TO THE AIR RAID SHELTERS QUICKLY IN A DISCIPLINED FASHION, A FEW REMAIN OUTSIDE
BUT STILL IN THE VICINITY.OF THE SHELTERS |N CASE OF AN ACTUAL RAID, .
%, THE MAJORITY OF CHILOREN AND OLD PEOPLE HAVE BEEN RELOCATED IN AREAS WITHIN AN
EIGHT TO SIXTY KILOMETER RADIUS AROUND HANO|, ONLY THOSE WHO'ARE ENGAGED N SOME ESSENT|AL
INDUSTRY OR ACTIVITY REMAIN IN THIH. ALL SCHOOLS HAVE !tEH CLOSED AND ARE NOW DFERATII'E
IN SMALL GROUP S DIEFESED OUTSIDE OF HANO!. THE PEOPLE ARE NOT SENT TO ANY SPECIFIC
RELOCATION SPOTS, BUT RATHER SEEK REFUGE WHEREVER THEY CAN, NO ONE LIVING OUTSIDE OF
HANGI IS RERMITTED TO REFUSE'SHELTER TO THEM. MANY WHO ARE SENT OUT OF HANOI RETURN, BUT
THEY ARE SENT. RACK ONRISES. “YHERE ARE MANY ‘SOVIET BUSES (N EVIDENCE BOTH IN HANOI AND [N

! AL b T L .
THE ENVIRONS. ' THE HOURS OF OPERATION ARE FROM YOO TD 0500 HOURS IN THE MORNING AND AFTER
e .}

1900 *ﬁm LH THE Evening, MANY SMALL CONSUMER GOODS mmmms HAVE BEEN PURPOSELY
3
. TRANSFERRED. TO-THE CENTER OF . HANO! IN ORDER TO AVOID THE BOMBING, MAJOR INDUSTRIES g

1
ey s e—— 130y
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HAVE BEEN RELOCATED OUTSIDE OF HANCI BUT ACTUAL LOCATIONS ARE UNKNOWN, THE DEFENSE
MINISTRY |8 STILL LOCATED IN HANOI. °*

5. m THE SOVIETS WANTED TO
CONTROL THE TRAMNSSHIPMENT OF SOVIET GOODS FROM THE USSR THROUGH CHINA TO NORTH VIETNAM,
HOWEVER, THE GHINESE OBJECTED AND STATED THAT THEY WOULD ASSUME CONTROL AT THE USSR
BORDER. AT THIS POINT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE OFF [CIALS INTERVENED AND SAID THAT IF THE
USSR AND CHINA WERE GOING TO DISAGREE OVER THIS, THEN NORTH VIETNAM WOULD NOT CONTINUE THE
WAR, THE AGREEMENT ATTAINED |5 A COMPROMISE WHEREBY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT
ASSUMES CONTROL AT THE SINO-SovIET EoRDER. [N (N JAMUARY THE .
SOVIETS PLANNED TO IMPORT FINNED MORTARS POSSIBLY 140MM WITH FIVE MILE RANGE WHICH ARE
THE SAME TYPE WHICH WERE USED TO SHELL DANANG AIR BASE TWO MONTHS LATER.) 1-3(a)(4)

6. I A UM [DENT iF |ED
AMERICAN PTLOT, SHOT DOWN IN A 24 MAY RAID, WAS DISPLAYED AT ‘A PRESS COMFERENCE 25 MAY
AT 0500 HOURS. WHEN HE SHOWED SOME RELUCTANCE TR BOW TO THE PRESS THREE TIMES, HE WAS
CUFFED ON THE HEAD BY A NORTN VIETNAMESE SOLDIER UNTIL WE 0D, (NN COMMENT. THIS )
TREATMENT RESEMBLED SOMEWHAT TWE EXHIBITION OF LIEUTENANT COMMANDER RICHARD STRATTON [

7. NN oissev. statr uswev NN CNCPAC ARPAC PACAF

PACFLT SEVENTH AIR FORCE,
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DOI: AS OF 18 JUNE 1967

SUBJECT: RaIDS OF THE SECOND WEEK DF JUNE CAUEE FL‘IRTHEH DHH&EE
T0 HANOI FACILITIES; FOREIGN LEGATIONS PHEP‘HRE
CEVACUATION PLANS.

:.[I'.:II!HI 1AbX1=26Yr

ACQ:
SOURCE :

1.
ED 12658 3AIb1
MAJOR AMERICAN RAIDS FROM THAI BASES .AEAIH HIT ADDITIOHAL (€]
WATER AND ELECTRICAL FACILITIES IN THE CITY OF HANOI. AS A
RESULT, AS OF 18 JUNE THE WATER SUPPLY SITUATION IN HAROL HAD
~DETERIORATED™ GREATLY. WATER WAS IRREGULAR IN SUPPLY AND WAS

lclody

APPROVED FOR RELEASE
OATE: OET 2000
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_nu AUXILLARY WATER' SUPPLY UNIT HAD BEEN HIT AS

WELL AS-A MAIN PuMPING STATION AnD [jjj REPAIRS WERE NoT * ° E0T2958 3AmI=3

[[H]
perFECTLY EFFECTED, [ ormEnT: IT WAS KOT CLEAR. WHETHER

THIS RESULTED FROM THE 9-18 JUNE RAIDS OR A SUBSEQUENT RAID THE
MEXT WEEK). .. ’
o, ELECTRICITY WAS A CONDITION ALMOST AS BAD, WITH
RATIONING STILL IN EFFECT AMD POWER BREAKDOWNS OCCURRING. AN
ELECTRICAL PLANT 0N THE OUTSXIRTS OF HANOI WAS REPORTEDLY BADLY
DAMAGED SOMETIME DURING THE WEEK OF 12 JUSE.
3, THE HANOI GOVERNMENT HAS INDICATED THROUGH ITS
FOREIGH nFFniﬂs MINISTRY OFFICIALS THAT EMBASSIES AND LEGATIONS

o IN HANOI WERE WELCOME TO EVACUATE TO A& SAFER SPOT SIXTY KILO-

WETERS TO THE NORTHWEST OF HANOI.

FOR PERMISSION FROM DJAKARTA TO DO SO BUT WAS TOLD IN RESPONSE

017958 3.
]

I:IF MINISTRIES OF GOVERNMENT HAD EITHER REMOVED FROM HANOL OR

 WERE RESETTLED IN UNDERGROUND BUNKERS -MAHY OF THE mrunnur
PERSONAGES 1N IMPORTANT MINISTRIES, EXCEPT THOSE IN THE FOREIGN
AFFAIRS MINISTRY, WAVE NOT BEEA SEEW IN HANOI IN RECENT DAYS.
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4. THE MORALE OF THE POPULACE, WHILE SUFFERING FROM THE

. CONSTANT BOMBINGS, REMAINS HIGH AND THE DETERMINATION OF THE

- YOUNG PEOPLE ESPECIALLY, TO CONTINUE FIGHTING SPEAKS WELL OF .

) THE FANATICAL DISCIPLINE COMMUNIST INDOCTRINATION HAS ACHIEVED, -

—~ . - ED 12058 3. 4(b)N11-26Yrs
‘ot - :- THEY ARE COMPLETELY CONVINCED THAT TIME IS5 ON THEIR SIDE. (cL

5. JEloIssEn: STATE ARMY NAVY AIR CINCPAC ARPAC PACFLT

REPORT CLASS
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e 1. mmrm-rﬂnﬂm‘em& m}EREEEIﬁGTHEEE

AHERIEA; mzsmn:nﬂ OF ‘WAR {mﬂ '.'I.'l'.'-r Tﬂﬂ'ﬂ VC CADRES. ENGLISH AT
PHU THO HAMLET, HGHAI FPHU ?ILI.AGE. I'IGE‘IA Emm nlsmrc'r, QUANG

'NGAT PROVINCE, ACCORDING TG VC GUARDS IN THE HAMLET,  THE POWS,

.I.:..LEEEDL'E' CADTURED IN DOC PHO DISTRICT, WERE nsnnﬁn IN A SEELTER

NS A FGREST AREA ADJOINING THE HAMLEY DURING THE DAY, ' AT NIGHT
" TEEWHE’THH’WTBIE&MT Tﬂ?hﬂETﬂHﬂDm h
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3. (vrewp commyr: Two manizEn rxeonts, NN
I N  CONCERNED THE
CAPTURE GF FOUR AUERICAN SOLDIERS IN QUANG xGAY. - ovE NN

e s7eo rixr

B FOUR AMERICANS WERE CAPTURED ON 21 AVRYL AT THE THUONG EOA  gels
o i SR e T L ,.,._..p.l""'-'—il-lh.-q-' oo i I!-i._'-l--l.—""' .1:..:?::1‘
RIVER BY A BINE SOR 'DISTRICY VC UATH FORCE CPERATING IN THE g

- et
AREA OF BINH LAHE BINHE THONG, BINE KY, BINH AN A.Im BIHE HAM e

VILLAGES IN EASTERN BINH SCHN:. THE umm—
— nmm THAT FOUR m:mﬂa HAD EERN CAPTURED AT : kit
A sECRET nmm“ AT THE THﬁﬂHG ROA', ‘BINH mu VILLAGE (BS €30974) =i

5 P 4R R e I R

GN 21 APRIL, Tﬁﬁmnmﬂﬂunﬁnﬁnm TﬂAﬂﬂTmaRm ' o

e gy ek i 5 ST = ||'-" "'Fr‘: '

| .:fii‘-
— REPORTED A fﬂ ﬂrrmmr CAMP LOCATED i3
4T THE WESTERN EDGE GF PHG KHUONG HAMLET, :mnu PHU ?n.:.mn, vITH Fri

ﬂummm:mhsuﬂmammﬂ} L R

LR L
¥
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. 4 CENTRAL INTELLIGEMNCE AGENCY »

countey  South Vietoam o aroat wo, - CF -311/07513-67
SURIECT Yist Cong Prigom System im BATE DISTR. ﬁ July 1967 -
Bink Long Provinoe - - F-—
; C o . ) MO, FAGEE - ?;” .
) - - * ' wikrices RD

- " -

““ OF  ap hedeshbes 156517 Apral’ 1557 .

FincE 8 fﬁra\ﬁmwn)
DATE A g~ 10ETy=
Nt & I]HE'I'.L[EEIJ inFGhEiFEa. BOUNC] Exiomack anm oo
FOURCE

1, nu-ing the period I!-u-l:nhr 196_5-1? April :lslﬁ'r, t'hn‘"i
’ m%ng {VC) in Binh Long ;Il:r\rinf.'.l had five prison camps
koown =5 BS, B4, BJ, BE and Bl. The first camp, BS,
appeared to be g holding ares where s prisonar's ﬁis;usitiun
‘wat decided., In camps B4 and BI, ioterrogations were cob-
T ducted, At BZ, the finasl decisiop was made ms to whether i
prisoner was 1o be executed or relpsased. A prizoner glated
for release was then moved to Bl, where he underwent daily
indoctrination and bad 0 =ign A statément that he would
keep secret everythiog he had seea, ALl five camps ware
composed of thatched hots . od wers well gpuarded. There was
nd jodicention. that any of the five l:a.u,pu: held .lnel:"ienn.--
Prisoners, .

2. During the parinﬂ 30 nam-ber 1555-- iT .i.pril IEIH-T, thn Yiet
© . o Cong (VC) in Binh Long Provioce appeared to bave i system
of handling prisopers of &1l categories that involved the
uue of five pucressive detention cm'p_'l- desipnated H-i; H,
B3, B2 and Bi, Fach canmp served a specific fundtion and - -
pr:gnnera ware aoved froa one canp to the next one in - . .

aocordance with what appeared to e a standardized Efstal.
The specific functions of the inﬂ:?idull naaps wiere tha
followingt '
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- ". . mle first camp into 'I'hiﬂb & prisoor wae introduced was
- Cemp BS, located L6 kilomoters mouthwest of Tay N.mh m-}-'"r‘"” e
..-?"'!’T " 'City (exact location unknown), The initial docision (”.wr
5+

e

| gONCEsDAinE the prisoner's disposition probably was taken
"""‘f_ Lere. After an undetermined period of time, the Pl'i'lﬂ'
: would be transferred to Camp Bd,

i b, At Camp B4, the prigoper was interrogated freguent uEaEY
- 311 " abeut the same subjects, namely, personal hﬂﬁwﬂj 1y
1y e ot Ane¥ienn and Vietpamese intellipence gervices worked for,
igpy Bospd P ete. Prigonerr were spometimes tortured and were forced to
s dig trenches and foxholes around the prison compound, The
.rr&':_!ﬂ a nmp wae located at approximately YT 905987 and consigted
e ©f gix thatched houses, each b x 10 meters in eize and
Ennsl.m 46 prisopel's; guarded by about 70 ¥C. The priscoers
i 3'_15_ nt.'!f mpinly Montsgnards, Cambodisns and Tietnamess.,

__,...--"""t_.—,_.irnmp B3, located at approximstely XU BET034, priscoers .
5-3 jr underwent further interrogstios. The camp consisted of .
ook Bine thatched housés and wese the stroogpest of the five in
(L ; y ‘tetms of defensive popitions. Three trails were used to
AF F”‘m resch B3: ooe Irom Lol Minh Haxisi, one from Tra Thaoh .
', ¥illage, and the third from the Sopg Be River, which fores
H¥ZE " the patural boundary between Goveroment of Vietnam Phuco
" fiF¥7F ' Long and Binh Long Provinces. A1l other trails leading to
Lo B3 were mined and/or trapped with spike pits, Formally,
about B0 ¥C were staticoed permacently st the camp, bot,
of coonElon, there were &6 many as 800, Ooe prisomer suc-
mam #:fyjoeeded in escaping from B3 but was sbertly recaptured mod
b killad by the Vi,

- "J""'_"I'_"I:E.m: B2 was located at XU 908107 and was where a pﬂmr'n
31 . final fate was decided, that is, whether he was to be
[ Ko S relesged or execoted, Before any priscoer was erocuted,
pn-l-"i'uil.p WY his crimes were anmcunced publicly to the other pul.lnnlﬂ..
gy e Throe Vietnanese prisonsrs were sxecuted im October 1966,
;L-;‘. -.r.'_";' otid ‘&f Lhem s foowmer candidate for the Haticnal 'Assembly.
+ .o At BE; all prisopers were kept in thelr cells at all
Foow tila:. like Empr. B4 and B3, B2 beld approximately 46
h.I'rE H’-'ﬂ iponers., The permanent guard force was compoged of - .-
b¥ 150 mnd 200 Montaguards. :

‘-.—_,——_—-
If 1t was decided to free = prisoner, he was then tnu-

-_1-._::. ferred to Camp Bl, located at XU DAG11L, Bs romained here
for an indeterminete time, during which he was subjected -

‘F.'l'm Tr# Peko da1ly indoctriostion =nd wes Tinally forced to write -

o i Ao g a declaration statiag that he would kecp pecret after his
- - release everything he had geen. As the final step; the
fi¥§ £ prisponer was led to Tra Thanh ¥illage, where he was et
.- free, At _Bl, 32 pripopore were confined 'in 26 thatohed

j . houses. _An iestimated 150 VC were in the camp. On occasionm .

e the camp svived as & temporary base for regular units -~ 7 =

EE};.J- moving -through the arvea, Onoe, about 1,500 YO t:wp: nmﬂ .
- “ﬂ—‘f there for the aight,

g o .' Comments: Tt n.d‘iﬁt h dlta-rllléh-u EIleﬂl"l = ',..' g
:’q 'a“”‘ " pomments ig procesdure was standard for handliag all b

¢ VO prisopers or if Bource"s experisnces were unique, - frr:-:'.-'
. " Bource was also unnbls to ldentify the particular polat

7 mt-which sach priscoer is latroduced inte this YC pe i iy
P ;. =ystem. At mo tims during the 17 wmonths he -mtj_g_ﬂl"""
Sl Gl fdwe uﬂ,p: described did bs sea lnr Anmerican pi limuui]i_

_'i"
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ik SUSJECT : Captured U8 Pilot in HAL FPHONG
o Province, - — ) 1
s : g DATE OF REPORT : 2%/7/67
DATE OF INFO© : HNovember 1966
_ : WO, OF PAGES + 2
, DATE AND PLACE 15 July 1967 (0-N)
OF ACQUISITION : DA NANG, Vietnam REF : None
_ )
sovrcE: | {%
SUMMARY '
Source saw & captured American pilot near HAL PHONO olty in November 1966,
Jource spoke with the thrge securlty men guarding the American prisoner and
learned that he was being taken to HANOT to ba detgined with P&00" dther
American prisonera who were being detained in a four-story building. - These
security guards stated that the Americen POW'a were being well cared for and
were recelving the egquivalent of . "a genersl's ration.” Source could nrovida
no additional data regarding the POW's.
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Fage 2 1-3%

Soures saw & ceptursd fmerican pilot (not handouffed) riding in & jeep
accompanied by three security guards near HAI PHONG City in Hovember
1966. The pilot had been flying a jet when he was shot down, but Source
did not know tha type of aircraft. e

Source descrited the dmerdcan pilot as Caucasian {"He had pink skin.")
and hawving light blue eyes. He did not know the name or rank of the

Priscner.

From the aacurit?‘guards, oource learned that the pllot was being taken

¢ to HANOT to join "800 other Mmerican prisoners who were being détained

in & four-gtory building. Souree did not know the losation of the building
but stated that the top three floors wers for American FOW's and the

botten floor for the guards. The eecurity guards also stated that the
American POW's were belng well carad for and were receiving the eguivalent

of "a general's ration,?

Source could provide no additional data regarding the POW'as.

1.3(a)(4)
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OF ¥WRA BEAR THEIN PLACE OF LETERTIGH 1IN 1.'H‘ I.‘.-Elil'r!.l-l‘.. ?MT fl.r WAEal
IN T 4TE MARCH 1851, rmmuLi#LEHEﬁlluP.ﬁ_zhu_ﬂj_? .- TEN
WEICH Il-.'EE LE LOT BSULEVARD faia LE 'I1-'n;| Tn], hEah 15FE FEwg ITEE
- ﬂm THE PRISDAERS WALEIRS m.l:-:s THE LASE Bubirs T EVENIEL.
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THE LAKE'S VEST BIDE.

-p. QI CEvET: AVATLABLE STEET MAFE OF WANOI SHOV THAT
LAXE ESe8 NIEW 15 CEATERED &7 o mz7. W FRoviDED mrcws o
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m H':IEI CONE JUSF llnnmﬁuul: Foit THE HANDLING .-;
- nr 1SCHERS. OF AR ‘[N BINE TURES FRESIACE wuLﬂ FOR DMMEDIATE .
O cF PRlEoERs FoR DOCUMEETE MSD WERPDAE 230 TRMMSFER FRA
,iml ¥ compasy LEVEL FOR EVACUATION, PRISONERS WIRE 10 BE
'.ruzﬂ-_vn GUER TO THE BEMEST LOCAL ORGARLZATION WITH ADEQUATZ
mu.r"r:::m. FACILITIES, -ANERIGAN PRISCHERS VERE SENT TO HOATE
'l.lIElLr.u. IR n.'-'m. %67 %1% BOVERSKEMT OF VIZTRAR PRISDMENE
. .r.,z: CO¥FIKED’ .u CAI LAY TIRTRICT, DI TRGHE Pftu'.];u"s. FIS-I
J'I.II &% U, 8 FRIGCHERS VERE SEEM :l:l'l:'ﬂsl:ﬂm I% DAL BI BISTRIGT. ﬁ
’ " IHG BASRD MIET -nnm svDs BATTALION GROARIZED A RECRIZNTRTICN

=

- ,..n 1 BE BISTRIET, DI TUDRE PROVINGE, FART OF WElH DERLY .
| WTTH|FRecEDUAES FOR HASOLING PRISONERS OF waR. [N vC ;
._._muJ:n_u FRISONERS 18I0 THE THREE CATIGCAIER-- 5. HIEGERE.
| mAgen PRISDMERS K33 GOVERIAEAT GF VIETH.S #5VAS PRISOMTRS.

1.,;113.5-1*{_:.1._': 3 CAPTURIEE ENEXY PERSORAEL I8 A G ASEATIT, m ¥o

- "wa'n: T SeuECH THER FoR DOCUATSTS SO VEAPONS M3 THEM TIZ s
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BT Th CORPISCATE TKEIR PROPERTT MiD To ABE7T A

F pRiesainE,
1R WAS GIVIS A PUMPELET

L FRIEHSLT ARINER. (LMD WE CRERE AHD BLLE
H WORDPS WRIGH Zoi.b BE BRED T GINE OROTAS

- '.{Hﬂﬂll!ﬂﬂ 3L EGLIE
_ WOST' GF THE TRESFS BID

T pgalNe THE EVAcUATION oF -4 FRISOEER:
gt XENGITE THER, MTHOUEE THEY WERE TACSIT TuE.PRAFER PRSSTRCATIONS
ey ENCBURIAED TO STUBYL. . - e
. 2. FRISCHERE TAKEN B¥ THE WG NERE TRAESSTFERRED FRi® SQORD I8 .
| EFARY LEMEL, WHEAE EEsreHsCBILLTY PR THEIR EURCUETION WAS AEEOHED
" gt TSE AELCORIAISRASCE TEAA BICAUSE 1TD REARERS WEZT WELL TRAIAED
- . Ti THE HANDLING OF TuIS KIN® BF SPERAMIOE.  BATTALIUE ORDERE
' .+ pR1SONERS SHGULD BE TURNED OVER T8 'LOCAL DRANIZATIZEE

- | wEIFIED 5
. TR \IATERRQEATIOE MAD SONEINENENT= THEST LOCAL ORGANIZATICNS

LD BE AT WILLAGE, BETRIOT ‘OR PROVINCE LIVEL. ' EVACUSTION

| o pazsoatas FACH & NILITARY 10 4 weea waT T T

“ 7\ paegani> ‘o GPERATIONAL CONDITIONS 3 THE sRTA. THE WERREST

* 'l BEANIZZTION WAS RESPCREISLE FOR WECEIVLNG ANY PRISSRERS, ALTPOUGH
LS. D10 GET RAVE ADTOUATE JHILE, HE B RESULT,

e NOSTLEGAL- CREAIIZAT
L+™ ¥ pogt PRISOMERS VERE-BEST TO HTEHER LEVELS WHISH HAS
11 - mgrieEnEsT PADLITES, MRERIEAS PRISGERE UERE HENT 0 WORTE

A - TRE BATTALIDE FOLITICN

=:3 \actane.aFTER GHPTURE.
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ﬁ!l.ﬂlt'l"l'l I-' MMERICAZ ACOEEZEEION BEFORE WORLD PUBLYIS GRINION.S

JW 3 .r,nn .uu_ um'_:i::.nﬂn?u WERT COSFINED I¥ WANLET ‘15 oF
Elﬁﬂulu |I".L'|..L.I:|]=,.L AL Lﬁ]jIDI!Tt:I.M BINH TBONA FRIVINCE.  LocaL
*.VO CADRES BASD THaT THESE LWFTIVEE VERE Bva POLICENEN ARD -

S IETELL JHEECE ASENTE. THIRTY-THRES WL &, GIONANGOS ¥ERE JMFRIZAZED R
l . Suali- M BikE TOES FRowTios
o m_;'rh; VILLAST, [Cal BEJDISTRICT, fIE JJME 183, ° ; THEY WAD 3E=E

| EaMIURED AFTFA A SATTLE I8 THE GIUA GANAL KEEM OF cal B2 BIETRICH,
| BINK TUORS PROVINCE. .
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V0 Polioy On Treatment Of Allied e —j !
PiW'a, Punishment For Violators, DATE OF REPORT 't 21,10/ 6F L?f
Medical Treatment Available to POW's %
: DATE OF INFO @ 196l -~ 7 January 1967, §O. OF PAGES ¢ 2

DATE AND PL.I'LGE[ h i i
OF ACQUISITION : SAIGON, Viotnam
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SUBJECT
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VY0 were told to treat priscners of war (POW's) well and %o give tham sufficient
food; =zcldiers could not beat or insult prisoners. HYA unlts spheld these _
; regulations, but local VO militia and guerrillas comnitted numerous wiolations. '
L Cadres who viclated orders were firat demoted. and then trensferred; soldiers :
T. y . were first eriticised am?l than ment for ro-edocation. ARMY OF FIETHAM ARVH)

! . POW's were gpubjected %o Mliought return® and were released when they were
I~ pelisved to bo comverted to the VG mode of thinking. Medied traatment for
Allied POW's on the babtlefigld consisted of bandaging, injections of Vitamin
K to stop bleeding, penicillin injections and blood tranafusions.
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Ve unite in VO Military Region IV worg told, ae of Jauary L7, b
treat U.5. POW'g wall, and to previde them with sufficisnt faad {quant] iion
unknewn). The V¢ hnd the right to cenfisgate n yrisonar's wenpan, bub not

the items were returnsd when the prisoner was relsased. The TC ‘ware not
parmitted to beat or insult the POW's, and they were to give them the same
amount of food as wes given the Vo soldiers. There was to be strict enfor-

. Cement of the policies 3 hgwever, the NVA units upheld tham, but the loeal 7
VOmilitda and puerrillas I c.mmnitted.q{%
mmerous viclations of the rales, These reports of ill-trostment by others
Ware used to teach the men how to act_properly towards POW's, '

- If & cedrs beat a powW or instructed another man +o beat or shoot a priscner,
or 1f a scldier beat a POW and the cadre did net punish him for the 111
treatment, the cadre was demotad Tor the firet offense and transfarred if
he committed & second offense. When a soldier stole from a POW or beat L
him, the ficst time he wag eriticised in front of the unit; for the sseond
offense he was sent to he re-sducated. After two coorreances, the man wrag
transferred to a Renr Services unit and not allewsd to ba in ecombah. The
offenss was alsc noted in his records, and his case was Publioisged ar an

example for others. 7
:' —\In one case, & seldies kP B osion q{%

& OVN POW because he had not Talsed his hande when ordesed. e =1 P T

WAt gubsaquently criticised at company and battalion levels anl sen’ fop

‘a oneswesk re~education course at company level, The duration of the

sourge depended on the.geviousness of tha violation, but Fhe nedal léngth was

oné-week at the tompany, and was dondu~ted by the pelitical officap, I

ancther case, when 2 soldicr was not polita to 2 U.3. prizener mr.! com-

 pladned about having to care for him during evacuation from the battiaflisld,

“he wag sent fer similar re~training.

ARVN POW's undorwent a two-week +o Lhree-month thought reform eourse after

which .they were released if it was felt that they were convinepd of their

mistake in following the OVN. Lf; during the re -education, they attamzied

w0 escape, the progess was begun again, until the individual w.z peraualied

to believe in the VG line of thinking. ATter that thoy wers frus w2 choose

whather to go to GUVN, or VC, controllsd arens, Bowever, if U.5., icrearn,

or other Allied troope tried io eFcape, Lhey were sand bo highor hasdanartars

in BVN for thought reform and interrogation| J'_ar'
Tha U.S., and ofher POW!s were shot while eacaping oty 1f they %

dld not heed the warning of the V0 to stop. o S :

Medloal treatment on the battlefield for Allied POW's consisted of basdaging,
Injections of Vitamin K to stop the tleeditg, pendecillin injoctions nned

blood : transfusions, if necezsary. The Llood plasme was obtained Irom Lhe
madigal o anigation of the Militory Reogien toncernad; it was prahased

in 8aigen and was of Fronch oipin. The 7
Vitamin £ and peniéillin were aleo bouERE in Sodgon and wure of French %,5«-.#
origin, The proocess of taying these medisal Supplies took 15 to 29 days,

and it was a diffienlt procedurs due Lo the problems the tradars had in
concsaling the items while wransporting them. Ag af Jatsary 196F MR IV had

a shortage of penicillin, vitamins and the othap more e:pensive drugs:

. Peservey were low, becauge the itoms were difffcult to obbtain, 4 medis of :
-the MR IV Politieal and Military Training Scheol said that uhe lahbels of

some drugs were in English, and that these had been bought in Sajgon and
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2. Two capture

a, On 2

a 00 hours

nggr the villaged

bagan cirell

ciroled five or six

{5 x 8 maters)} was destroyed, Thers were no injuries, since all were in the

shelters, Ho othar
in the shaliers.
probably searching

village earllier that afternoon,
down, but did say that two of the pllots had
village {locatlon unknown).

traveled by bicyoels,

||

—

d U5 Filota,

&6,
CHT

TE vily

THUY Dist, HOA BINH Prov, MNVH
three F~105a (identified from ngs )
The planoss

nood stand Z

times and fired one rockst, 4 smal)l thatclis %ny
ardinance wag known to have been expended whils they were
he three planes wora
o tho two otler F=1058 that had bean shot dosm near the
They did not say how the planes had bzen shot.
n captured not far from ths
mentioned thet they had

The ﬁ-].'l.-‘lgﬂrﬁl;_:
he planss to pick up pleces

to the wrackape of ome o

"Yopg
of metal and wire for their personal use, They saw no bodies in the wreckage.

k.

ong military canvas

from tha village wo

Tivae metars distamnb

. ware followed eclogal
o ddstance of ome mete

, -, ihe priecners wore k
< pirrded a pistol, T
beacause of darknesa,
above, They get int
down on elther side

T

in the froot sent, |

mentionsd abova,.’

¥a gathored abmt twe US pilots,

At 1900 hours thet day,
hoading toward BHO QUAN Dist, HAM DI
leading out of CHI IE Vil, YEN THUY Digt, HOA EINH Frov, NV, ore Joep ard

rov, NV, At the side of the road

A group of 10 eivilisns
The péople weras kept
Ernm the pilete, by five or six guards. The prisoners

govered truck, were parked.

by three armed guards, ong on each side apd oma &

behind, The flankdng puards sach darried one AR-NT.
ept three meters apart by the guards, The rear guard
o unit and ronks of the guards could mot be distinguished

The prisconers were being escorted to the Jeep mentionsd
5 'the beck soat dnd the twe guards srmed with AK-LTs sat
of the prisoners, A-driver and the platol armed guard aat
The remsining guords gobt iunto the camvas ggvered truck

The priscners

ware spproimately L

17 meters tall, They wers wearing white "o
’ . - ) - '
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' 'shirts and dark pants. The
. ¥ wore no hats and had combat boots
The 8 were taller than their Vietnamese captors, o o

no further information re arding the ph
_ yeicel doadcript
cof the prisomers due to darknegsy however, the prisaonsrs appgnirgg : rﬂ?ﬂﬁ’q
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SUBJECT | NVA Policy on the Treatment 4f : :ttg, -
POW's and U.5. War Dead DATEJOF REPORT b 13/11/67 @ | -
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DATE OF INFO

DATE AND PLACE i
OF ACQUISITION : GO, Vietnam
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1?.. Prior to infiltreting ST (Jeouary 1967) Source's 170-man company was L
assembled and lectured by the political officer on the treatment 2f prisoners
l of war and the handling of U.5. war desd. i’
L - . i '
{1 -7+ 2¢ Prisoners were to be well treated and not manhandled. The overall treatment of L
A g PrWS were to receive varied sccording to which of the three eategories o
IR R they fell into. One who surrendered volunterily to the VO wasito be well o
Poriril, fed 1seuwed pllls for illnesses such as malaria, and not confined. Ha _"_r
Famud . “would be propagandized to follow the VC and freed after a peritd of ins- P
N truction with the option of joining the VO or returning o hie; home. The .
¥ " prisonars who was captured but remalned passive throughout his detention :
. would also be encouraged to follow the VO. The stubborn prisoner would .
recelve ne benefite or epeclal considerations. Jource allegeasthat he \
did not know how or if tids poliey was precticed as his unit did not capture !
any prisopers. B woundad were to be cared for and helped., gource L
: sgeiye any instryotiong Lo ghog e T 0118, yontrded 1,
. | !
‘ e 3i VO policy towards U.5, dead varied according to battlefield conditions. ‘
i L . Hadles i = (=3 5 goldlEFRE_HEeTS 1 F: alone during hﬂ&t&d BNFEEeINeIT - . ?
elr woapons were to oe collected poasible. LI the SVEnNL thors , :
no  darngn 4 tha Yo _ang e WA b nf thies geaence 1,0« bodlas Wore T ‘. i
o e annvarad, olyssted of all docymenta. papsgpal silects. papers @id i
geapond, end then pured, Everything taken from a body was Lo be 8e o i
Sompany neacquarterd. OSoldlers who were eanght keeping ons of the ltoms :
would be punished. Source did mot know where these effects were taken aftar
unit headquarters. B WAN WIS r
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CAPIURED ANERICAR PILOTS ARE INTERKED 15 Lcunran 1M THE VICINIZY.
\eox| ot Ye - Gonug BAY
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AMERICAH AIRCRAFT WAS
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« - p. 0N 21 E“FJEHBER 1967 AT 1232, AR-

K17 BY KORTH ﬂlE'HhWESE ERDUHD FIRE.= THE FILOT EJEETEH SAFELY

BUT ¥AS KILLED VHEH 'HE LAKDED ON HDCET TERRAIN FOUR TO FIVE .
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N |
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T rlSHER WM ARE ARMED VITR RIFLES AND SIDEARKS. THEY REPORTEDLY
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' HAVE KILLED AMERICAK PILOTS WHO WAVE PARACHUTED INTO THE RIVER
{  NEAR THEIR VESSELS.) 2 )
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OZTERTION AND -TRIAL ATTED ur

THITIALLY DETRINED 18 THT Kanor F‘EI,SU.’.‘_EO:‘!L*J;,LJ: BUILDING ;j‘;l

' AB)(1)
W0, 145 ON THE HANOL TOUN PLAW). AFTER PROCISSING, THE PRISONERS
(25 TRIED FOR WaR SRIAZS z.u'-;r.n.; AINISTRY OF JUSTICE BUILDING

WZICH ALSO HOUSZS THE WORTH VIETNANISE INTIZNAL SECURITY STavies
143 o8 THE 39

FEAJQUARTIRS (50 cc'muﬁm_s MENT: BUILDING HO. |
3.4b)(1)
FANOL Tow# 2LAN) )
2. AFIZR TRIAL AKD SZNTTNCING, THE PRISONERS ART TRANSTSERCS

IC & MOAZ PEAMANENT DETENTICY CEMTED WHICW IS5 LOCATED 1IN ﬂH.ﬂLQ
LESORATORY InMTDIATELY SE3I0T 3ACH Mal EOSPITAL 0 TEE EAST. THIS
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in Henoi, DATE OF REPORT: 26/12/67
DATE OF INFO : January - February 19566 O, OF PAGES : 2
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SUKMAEZX
Source read in the NHAN DAN and QUAN DOI newspapers of totsl number U.S. pilots shob
down, the NVN policy toward treatment of U.S, prisoners, He stated he has learned
from 1 friend of the existence of a secret hospital in HANOI for the trestment of U.S.
- prisoners of war. . : )
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Source sald he had read the WVN newspapers NHAN DAN and QUANW DOI in Janusry or 1 _E[a][q,]
February 1966 that mest of the pilots captured doring 1965 were Majors and

Iieutenant Colenels, while in 1966 mrsp of fkem wels Pirst. Iieutenants; most

of tha pilots were shot dops cuee THAMH HoA Frdvrpéc, The newspaper alse gave the

namgs of the U,3, piloba shof dews 314 vne places where they were shot down.

The newspapers further stated the NVN peliey toward U.S, priscmers, They were
to receive double rations of food, which was the international standard, and
were not to be beaten, Most of the people in HANOIL Scurce talled to wondsred
why they had to be nice to the Americans and were angry because of the bembings
and wanted to beat the U.S. prisoners. Source stated that before this policy
was instituted the militis used to beat the U.5, prisoners. If this policy
toward prisoners was discbeyed the person whe committed the act weuld be
eriticized; if he killed a priscoer he would be condermed by the courds.

Source further stated that he had learned from e friend who worked at Hespital
9 in VINH YEN Village that there were POW camps and a special hospltal to
treat U.S. priscners, whose locaticns were kept secret because the populace
wWas angry and if they lmew the location they might kill the priscnars. The
friend had heard ebout the hospital first at a medical agsembly held in March
1965 at the Medical Corps Bureau, HANOGT, -

i \ . 8 3
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DATE OF INFO  t December 1965-Barly 1966 DATE OF REPORT: 26/2/68
DATE AND PLACE : Febyuary 22, 1968 (X - N} NO. OF PAGES 1 2
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i SUMMARY _
In Dacsmbar i?ﬁﬁ, Central Committes member of the LAO DONG Party, TU QUANG, stated |
that U,8. priscners of war (POW's).recelved special treatment in the hope that in
exchange for their release the NVN would gain certain concessions: withdrawal of the
U.8. from 5VN and replagement of bomb damaged BVN factories. NVN public resentment
of U.5. pilote had cost the 1ife of a North Korean pilet in early 1966. He was
mistakenly shot for & U.3, pilet as he parachited from his alreraft in the area of
;i THAI NOUYEN City, THAT NGUYEN Province, NVN. '
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In December 1965, VU QUANG (who in mid-1965 replaced NGUYEN VIET FHUONZ) as the
Secretary to the Labor Youth CGroup and Committes Member of the Central Committes
of the LAQ DONC Party) said that the poelicy of epecial treatment of U.3, POW's
was mads in the hopes that in exchange for their releass the NVF would galn
certain concesslona: withdrawael of the U.5. from SVH and replacement of bomb
dameged NVN factories. This POW policy had been disseminated throughout NVN,
and it was hoped that the North Vietnamese would understand the importance of

treating U.5. prisonsrs well.

Hate for U.3. pllots was so intense that the guerrillas would shoot at them after
they had bailed out of their aireraft. In early 1966, a North Korean aircrafi wes
shot down by & U.5. &aireraft. The North Korean pilot bailed safely out over

THAI NGUYEN City, THAL NGUYEN Province, NVN, but was ¥illed by ground fire because
the gurmera thought he was a U.S. pilot. This inecddent was suppesaitoc have been
held sscret but the peopls from THAI NGUYTH dlscussed it,
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SUMMARE
A POW facility was located on YEN PHU Street, just North of WGUYEN EHAC NHU
Street, in HANOI (WJ26958824). The main gats and A smaller pedestrian gate were
lc:-r:utad on YEN PHU Street, giving access to a walled-in compound, conalsting
of a leng two-story bullding, whieh housed 200 FOW!s, according to = guard.
Thirty or forty POW's were seen in the open space in the center of the compound,
which was used as a volleyball court and basketball court. The facility was
loeated on a busy streef, in a residential area, and » street located immediately
South of the compound was a popular practiee spot for people 1eaming to ride
motereyelas,
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At 0800 hours on a day &n Pebruary 1967, a parade of U,8, pilot prisonsrs was
anmounced throughout HANOT by publip louwdspeaker, Many people gathersd to sas

the parade,
and marched through varipus streebs of HANGI,
appeared in good health,
abusa the prisoners but some persons shouted at thatmi

At 0730 hours & group of 53 U,3, prisoners left HOA IO Prison
They were bound in peirs but
The spectators wore wabred by loudspeaked not to
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1. About 0800 hours on a day in February 1967, the WV governmont
announced by public loudspeakers that a parade of captured 0,35,
pilots would occur in HANOI, The people were encouraged to gather
and view the captured pilots but were warnad to abstein from all
wviolence and to observe international rules for prisoners of war.
By 0700 hours large srowds had gathered and at 0730 hours the gate
of HOA IO Prison (a former French Prisonlopened tand 53 1.8, pilot
prizoners, formed in a column of twos, marched ocut., The prisoners
ranked from lst Lieutesnant to Major (announcad by loudspeaker) and
were dressed in white elothes with stripes. Each priscner had & -
mumber frem 1 to 53 on his back, The prisoners were bound to each
other in pairs by a LO centimeter chain (left hand to right hand},
The poute of the march followed HDA 10, TRAN HUNG D40, LY THUONG KITT,
TRANMG THI and HANG BAI Streets, Ten of the prisoners were Kegro,
The prlsoners appeared %o e In good health and walked with thair
eyes on the ground, They wers guarded by two Armed Public Securiby
squads armed with AK L7s.

2. The NVN government had constantly inatilled hatred for the 0,8, by
various means of propaganda so there were some people in the crowds
who demenstrated sgainst the pilots by shouting ™down with the |
Americans® and who wanted the pilots killed, Others, however, had
more sympathy for the pilots and discussed their large stature, never
having seen men that largs.
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L |
1. -The POW Facility was located on YEN PHU Street, just north of WGUYEN HJ-ULG
NHU Strest (WI2695882L), in an old Chinese schocl. Tt was thought to have

been a Chinese achool, slnce the arehiteectural style was neither Furopean
nor Vietnamese.,

2., Entry was gained to the compound threugh a small pedestrian gate, about
T centimeters wide, adjaecent to the main gate, whieh was the same widthas
the entry road, approdmately 4 meters. (See Attashment 1), The main gate
was 3 meters high, constructed of iren bars and barbed wire, whieh parmitted
a view of the driveway, The pedestrlan gate was somewhat loweri and both
gates were locked all the time,

3+ A small one-man guard shack, possibly constructed of sheet metal, was

located 2 metera inside the pedestrdan gate, Two or three soldiers guarded
the entry points, either from inside or outside the gates; bub the gates
always had to be unlocked from the inside. The driveway extended inside for .
about 30-40 meters from the gate, to a polnt where it merde a right angle in
a soubherly directlon and terminated at another gate abo:t 20 meters further,

"It was not known what constituted the northern bowrder of the driveway, bub
it seemed that the driveway was flanked by many buildings, which apparantly
were not a part of the compound.dA brick =sir rald shelter, extending about

L meter above ground was located along the scuthern edge of the driveway;
the dimensions of the shelter were unknown, but it was theught to have a

, sapaclity of about 30 people.

L. At the point where the driveway angled south, & small one story bullding

was located which housed the guards and the interpreter who met the visitors
at the gete. While walking at any peint aleng the drfveway; the viaiter did
-not have a elear view of the compond, exeept of the small dirt-gurface open
araa, on which the alr rald shelter was located, On the western edge of the
driveway a fence extended from the cornmer to the second gate. The constructien
o dimensiens of the fence and the gate were not knmown. Two individual air
rald shelters, apparently intended for use by the guards, flanked the gate.

e After cntering the compound proper, a long two-story bullding took up the
entire left hand side, The bullding was approximately 200 by 7 meters in
sisze, construeted of'white stone, with a pointed roof of red tile, The side
of the bullding faeing tho compound had numerous doora and windows, some
of whieh were open, The visitor came te within 4 or 5 meters from the
bullding and noticed twe or three beds through 8 peftially open wooden door.
The beds were made of wood Aand had iron bers on top, evidently to support
& mosgquito net. The Eiﬂﬂ or phyaical characteristiecs of the room could not
be. determined, The g‘u.a.rd gald that 200 POWs were housed in the building,
Community air raid shelters were located north and south of the building.

6. The center of the campound msasured about 200 by 100 meters, and was
sceupled by a basketball court and a welleyball court, each messuring
appreximately 15 by 20 meters, The cther side of the compound was bordered
by a line of treas, of the type named 3AU, behind whish the compound
apparently ended. Behind the trees, the old schoel gate was loeated,

— | ] "o,
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It aeemed in disuse and was probably bln-cl-:ed.E_

The southern ecorner of
the eompound was apparently bordered by a cne-s ory building, the construetion
or aize of which was unknown, In the distence, many dwellings could be
discerned, but they did net appear to be part of the compound,

7. Two soldlers, who did not have any specified position, guerded the 30 to 4O
FOWe that were located in the compound. Some of the POWs were engaged in a
volleyball game, some wers practieing basketball, while sthers sat around
by themselves or in groupa, talking or singing to the accompaniment of a
guitar, The POWs were all dressed in blaek pajamas and rubber sandals;
however, some of the men playing ball had removed their shirts, The men
playing ball were shouting to one another, and in general all seemed to be

happy.

8, YEN FHU 3treet was eonsidered a busy thoroughfare, and mederate traffic was
moving all the time, The street was separated from the compound by a three
meter high stone wall, topped with barbed wire, ran at least from the,.}:
entrance gatg to the corner of the main building, .@é‘}’_

thls wall, or ene similar in censtruetion, probably encircled L4
the entire compound,) The two story main bullding had no windows on the first
floor streetside, but it possibly had second floor windows. On the streat
side of the wall, & grass strip axtended for throe meters, planted with
SAU treoes, and separated from the street by a one meter wiite €featnath with
a rock surface, -

9. The main street was about 12 meters wide and paved with asphalt, bordered
on the other side by another footpath, grass strip with trees and streetear
tracks, It was not knewn if YEN PHU had street lights, but if it did, the
posts probably would be located on this side, No fire hydrants existed. The
closest street car stop was 100 meters south from the seutharn corner of

the compound,

10. The FOW facility was loeated in a residential area, in existence for about
50 or &0 years., Dwellings were construeted in various sizes, and the
inhabitants no longer represented one perticular social elass, Mo military
installations were located in the immediate vieinity (sie}, and the nearest
open area wWas a soccer flield, located about 1 kilometer southward, near the
bridge., The street immedlately scuth of the compotund sloped down from YEN
PHI Street, and this ineline, considersd the most dangerous in HANCI, had
apparently been incorporated in the offieial motorcyelist's driving test,
Every dey, many practleing motorcoyelists and others who were taking the
tesk could be seens

11, Student drivers had a special sign attached to thelr motoreyela, stating
that they were students, The sign was approximately 15 by 20 cantimeters,
and showed red letters on a white background, It was obtained at the loeal
Securdty office, and was valid for two weeks, When issued, the parmit was
on erdinary paper, bt most riders affixed it to a rigid baek, so it could
be attoehed to their motorbike easier, Students always had to be accowpanied
by a licensed rider on the motorerels, whieh alsc was good practice, since
they had to carry the Securdty Agent when taking the test,

12, Bvery month or two, Seeurity Agents stopped all motoreyels riders to check
thelr papers; however, people who carried the learnars permit were not stopped,
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13, The most popular meotercycle used to be the JAVA (sie), which was Owzech
made, but in recent times, the Bast German made MZ seemed more popular,
The MZ was a 125 oo, L-speed gycle, ususlly blue wlth a white painfed .
fas tank, Occeslonglly a black MZ wos seen. The JATA's ware always
completely red,

L Report was completed bafura{: which
included low Ievel aerial photographs of the area, These photographs did not
ghow an "Edugationa) Institute" Southeast of the Weterworlks, as marked on the
referenged map, UWhen confrented with this photographic evidence, Source siill
held t¢ the original pinpoint location, which does not eppear large enough to
hold the facllity described, When asked to point out in the photegraphes the
buildings drawn in his sketoh, he stated that sinee he could not discern them,
they must have been bombed and destroyed since that time, In the photographs,
the area located at vie WJ 88002720 on referenced msep closely seemed to resembls
the area described by Seurce, and he was ashed to identify these bulldings, He
stated that the corner building on T8N PHU somewhat resembled the Chinese achool.)
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ATTACHMENT I SOURCE SKETCH (not to Scals)
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1. Main gate 9. Volley ball court
2+ Pedestrlan gate 173, Basket ball court
3. Guard Posat 11. One-story Building
L. Community Shelter. 12. Trees
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It subject  Lessons Used in the Indoctrination DATE pisTR. /S Sertemsmen 1969 - .
ok : of American Prisoners of War . T . 1
[l 3 el Iy e e i i - 1
|I | | "
: S - N
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EMFOL June 13968 N
PLACE & 7
.} DATEACO. vietpam, Sai v 1 t FIELD REPORT MO, . "
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1_ SOURCE | - %
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3 L _ Summdry. A series of four lessons is given American ]‘
: prisoners captuired in the aresa of Front 7. The first, after
[ containing a brief historical review, emphnsizes the unjustness :
4 of the current American participation in the war. The =second
r"' . |.'EiI = ) -f
-1 L develops the thems that the wiar is cousing-a split in American
i society. The third dwells on racial diserimination in the b
i l' US and links the Negroes!' struggle for civil rights to the Viet =
| ~| Cong cause, The last concerns the clemency. policy of the Viet
‘ Cong toward American prisoners, Directed discussions Tolleow o
o ‘e@ach of the lessons. End Summary, h -
i ' - " . wy
| . 'L, The firdt indoctrination lesson gEiven Ameriean prisoners
of war (POW's) ‘in the Front 7 area of Quang Tri proposes to
! Show them that their country's participatien in the war is un- b
'| [ . Just and dimmoral. It is alsc designed to help the prisoners
[+ .7 understand and sympathize with the Viet Cong insurgency, The
5 h_;' lesson begins with the situntion following the Geneva Accords g fi
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; of 1954, noting that the latter provided For tha withdrawnl
! of the French Army and the holding of free elections laading :
: toward unifieation., It then states that the French abandoned . i
t - their respousibility for supervising these elections becalse .
! of the Algerian war and handed South Vietnam (8¥N) over to the 25
L Americans in erder to répay them Ffor their help during the . - [
©- 7 .Indo-China War, The course material goes on to characterigze _
the Diem regime as having been established by the Americans, - -° |y
as having been completely dependent on them, and as having '
““been the cruelest in Vietnamese history. The Thieu-Ky Govern-
- -ment is then descrihed as representing the elite only, not
-the populace; and its support by the.US is purported not to be
+in the latter's national interest, R

—rmaa 1.t
-

- 2. This lesson also claime that SVN.has become a virtual
colony of the US, that the latter has taken over in all aspects
of its -life, and that this has not been to the good. Examples

“of this takeover are seen in the American participation in
Diem's overthrow, the continued presence of US troops in the } -
country, the complete dependence of SVH economically on Ameri- . -
can ald, and the corruption of the manners and morals, of . SR

" Vietnamese women (attributed in large part te the influence R A
of American arts and entertainment). The Americans are also '
blamed for the spread of venereal disease in the country, the
lack of adaquate public hogpital facilities, the growing gap -
between the rich and the poor, the violation of traditional
customs and manners, and the destruction of temples, pagedas,
tombs, villages, and populations, ;
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: 3. Findlly, this lesson contrasts what it contends is
the just and winning cauvse of the Viet Cong (VC) with the
unjust and loging one of the Government of Vietnam (GVM) and
its American supporiers. Comparisons are drawn here with the
Americans! victory in their own War of Independence and with

]
L .

" i
= R e e = o g e s e

E © the failure of the French to defeat the Vietndmese during 1945~ E%
N 1954, Specifieally, the lesson states that mhe Americans can- )1
7 '.nqt wWin because the unjustness of their cause has alienated ﬁﬁ
' \ world public opinion, because they lack the support of the o
. - majority of the Vietnamese people, and because the American -

SRR “opublic will be increasingly aplit as the protracted guerilla 2
o - warfare of the Viet Cong results in continued attrition of L
‘man and money., The Viet Cong, on the other hand, are piectured b

.!_I-.l

:=as having the support of world public opinion because of the
— . Justness of their cauze, as being able to mobilize the patriotic
"5 zeal of the Vietnamese _people as a result-of the- "American ag--
- Bression, " and as.beinz experienced guernilla Warriops, :
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“w--. . 4, The second lesson aims at showing the POW's that the
! ‘ dinternal cohesiveness of the U5 is being ruptured by its | _
P -Eovermment’s "absurd determination" to eontinua the Vietnam - e,
e f - War, Firvst it claims that Amerieca is facing economic disaster ;
' because of the war, that tens of billions of dellars a year R
must be spent on the Vietnam effort, that unemployment and [
‘poverty in America are on the increase, that the dollay is i e
depreciating in value, and that America's overseas markets \ Ay
are being lost to France, West Germany, and Japan. Then the, B
lesson points out what it considers to be the political preb- - [
lems caused by the war, that the split within the Democratic - oy
. and Republican Pdrties over the war {anti-war congressmen of--
- both parties are noted here) has compounded the pre-existing
bt ameakos w2 8plit between theo two parties (which in turn iz cited as the
: S .. ecause of the John F. and Robert Kennedy assassinations) and
s that the American people have shown their opposition to the
y ‘way and support of the Vietnamese people in many ways: e.g.,
- blogdy demonstrations, burning of drafi cards, and self=-im-<
! Melatdonm, Flie lesnch sonaiudes thnt &F wou igh! PoOW el kyan
. . . - - - - - , ;
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a Victnamose, you are goluy apainst the conscience and concepts:
of humanity and justice held by most of your fellow Americans,
(Field comment, As presanted by the source, this lesson geams
ill-argﬂnized, building up an anti-war case based upon national
self-interest and then switching to a moralistic appeal.)

- 6., The third lesson concerns racial discrimination in
America and is designed to make Hegro POW's fully aware of
"thelr condition of slavery" so that they will oppose the US
Government. The line is pressed here that raciasl discriming-—
tion -ig caused by the American Government and not by the Ameri-
¢an people, who respect all races, It is stated that the
government fosters raecial diservimination as a means of raducing
the collective strength of the people, thus making their ex-
ploitation easier,  The point is then made that Negroes ara
alsp human beings, are ‘intelligent, and can contribute to
society and that all people have the right fo equal treatment
according to the letter of the US Constitution, This %es con-
trasied with the "facts" of segregation and the brutality

and economie privation fo which the American Negro has been
subjected, The situation whereby the Negro becomes a soldier
fighting in Vietnam is pictured as being of no benefit to

him but only to the large ipdustrial corporations which are
growing rich off the war, %he civil rights movement ie pralsed
Az a struggle againgt gencecide, and the assassination of :
Martin Luther King is presented as a sign that the U3 Govern—
ment has embarked upon such a course of extermination. Finally,
the Negro struggle in America i= likened to the strugple of

the Vietnamese "people" against Magpgression',

6. The finnl lesson deals with the application of the

YC "elemency poliecy" towards US POW's. The purpose of this

lesson is te convince the prisoner that this policy stems

from the humane spirit of the resistance forces., It is

stated that the POW himself is hot cousidered an enemy and

that it ig only the "imperialists" who fall inte this category.

The prisoners are told that despite the faet that they resisted

the VC and committed atrocities against them, they will not

be subjected to cruelty, E9verthqless, it is announced that

three levels of treatment will ba meted out to Americans

coming under VO agontrol, depending on whether they are "counter-

war," ralliers or those willing to serve as penctration apents;

"nen-resisters, " those who desert on the battlefield or who

put up no resistance’ to being captured; or POW's, those Torced

to surrender on the battlefield, It 1s further stated that

only weapons, binogulars, radics, compasses, helmets, walches,

and fountain pens Will be talken from the prisoners and that

they will ba left with what is considered their personsl

property; e.g., checks, money orders, . contracts, pictures, .

clothes, shoes, field bags ,* belts, lighters, combs, and money,
Finally, notice is given that the VO will do whatever it can
Lo _have delivered POW's lotiers to THeéix families and to ma=

commodate those Americains wishing not to return home LUt to
fﬁmain in the "Iiherated™ area. -

-

7. The following procedures are used in teaching each
lesson;: ' :

. a. The classroom presentation consists of an oral
verbatim raading of a previously-prepared standard teaxt, The
time required varies from six to eight hours. It is given
in intervals of 50 minutes, with a 10 minute break between -

_intervnla. :

b. The discussion peried lasts three or four days,.
perhaps even louger depanding on the receptivity of th%,
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- next higher echelon, .

part{cular grovp of Pdﬁ*s, The indoctrinator fields the A

discussion questions and menitors the subsequent discussion
which 1t is hoped will ensue among the POW's, He keeps the
discussion keyed to the particular guestion and ohserves
what part of the class holds a pro-VC view and what part
doas not, When approximately two-thirds of the class hé-

‘comes pro-VC, the discussion stops and the text of that

particular lesson is re-written for its final presentatin#
in elass before proceeding to the next lesson, _If two-thirds-

. of the class fzil to hold a pro-VC view, the text is re-written

again, presented again, and discussed again, or else the par-
ticular indoctrinator is replaced by another one from the

c, “The pfésentntipn of the reviged text requires.
two to three bhours, ' o I
B, Field Dissem: STATE, USMACY, USAID, CORDS, 7th Adir

Foree, Dir/JUSPAO (Mr, Nickel only), ﬁEAR?, NAVFORV, 525 MI GP,
6499 SAG, 0SI, CINCPAC PACFLT, PACAF, ARPAC . ... . . <.
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FOSSIBLY LATE 1565 OR EARLY 1973 )
EEMERAL' LOCATION OF FRESOH CARF CORTAISING Rk
28 UWITED ETATZE AIR FOmCE PILOTS W '[HE 3.-.1 MARRY . <
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1. AEDUT £ UNITIR STATES ATR FERTE PILOTS VERE
INFRISIED 18 4 COMCRALED SECTION OF THE BA BREAY JVH §995;
FAER UF SAM EA PROVIECE, ACCORDINE TO TED VILLAGERE wHo
WISITER 1#E BEGION 10 BUY & MADID CH AN URSTATER, BATE BUT
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TIENTAMESE ARHY /NVAS GUANES WOTICED TAMT THE Tyo VILL SRERS
Sa¥ THE FJLOTE, 1ME GUARDY SEIZED THMEM AND BAID THEY TOD
WOMLE BE 3HFRISTHED.
£. THE PATRET LAD FUMCTICWARY, WHD WAS SELLIES THE

WILLAGERS THE RADTO, JSVERCEOED aMD TOLD THE MUA GEARDE NE
MAD FOLD THL VILLAGERS 10 CONE WITE WIR TO GET THE RADIC.

THE VA GUARDS RELEASED TME WILLAGERS, BUT DENAKDED TREY NoT

" WELL ANTOSE ELSE! ABDUT TER LOCKTION oF THE PILOVE PRISOE '
CARF,

> I comee:.
“h:mu ALL ims BREHICAR PRISCHERS HELD I

LAOE MERE TALES TO BORTE WIETHAN I¥ LATE DEcEnnln psan,’ The

&7 MERICAN FRISOMERS TWAT MAD BEEN TR LAGSE AT THAT TIME

" WERE ASSEMELED IN THE Bl HASE LONG /VN 13Z82% AREA ABDUT
MID-WAT DETVEEM Bik MRKAY ARD SHE MEUA AN SBBSTSA.  TRET
MERE TO BL USZD 1N A PETSDMER EXCHANGE WITH THE S0Uin

wrgtemess covinmment,  Sut NN o5k s rai-6s)

4., FIEL) DISSEN SIATE ABAY AIN ,H.!L'I' TIM AIR FORCE

CINCFAC PAEFLT FACAF ARPAC- TFAFHER “
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PATE DiSTR. July 1970
couart  South Vietnim g duty 197

Dok 1966 through 1968 _ N

SULITCT Amorican Prisoners of War

/50343 ~3

At o 5 R "
m=:; " = .. .- & L
3
' .
B
i
[]
- B ; | L Jetoation Camp.
. T LE ¥ HIT B T ¥ i T aEp B'{:T 495‘3151|
Hau Fghis Provines, South Yiotnam, ia SR-1, These two '
cimps wors consolidated aftar Tet 1968 at XT 602495 and Vv L
came Known &8 1 Political 2Mfi=s Prison jor Sh-1. .
not to allow non-Yiotnamese prisoners
reoanin in the two prison camps but to serd them 10O .
the Contral Office for South Viatnam {COSVE) ip Cambodia -.i
as a0on as possiblc. wis to potify COSYH when * had
prisoners in this citagory and to arrange to have thea
5 taken to Bo Hue (XT 265205) or to Bo Ba Tay (XT 170250}, ¢
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Combodr:  Loatween April 1966 and Mareh 1970, had -in
his w.ste: the thras prisoncra deseribed holow. A
not soro a° which Jetenticon camp he saw- them,

g. ©Ops Caucaslan, probably amn Auvstralisan, was
captured in early October 1966 while he was enrculs to Cholon
vin the Bisn Hoa Highway. The prisonor stated that he was
British born, & widowsr and, &t the tims hs was capturad,

a clivilizn emsployes of the V.5, "¥ater and Land Transpor=
tation Company located in the Thu Duc Distriet, He wam about
37 yoars of ags, weight 200 pounds, vuddy complexion, roucd
fat face and beavtiful teesth. He wore & wriat watch with an
old silver casivg on-n wide Lleaither wrist atrap which had
baen gilven to bie by hia wife who bhad recently died from
tubsrculoalis, He hod twdo childcen whom he bhad Jeft with bhis
sister in Loodon befors comlog to Yietoam for & job with good

PRy - . - . -
b, One Americasa prisoner wis named "NMik Hlli' Yiat-

paneae phoratic spelling. He was about 34 yesrs of sge, round
face, full bhead of wavy light brown hair, large nose, prominent

. sars, sbout six feet tall and weighed about 180 pounds. He

was captured the morning of the second day of the first attnck
i the 1968 Tet Offensive ut Chuong Cho ("3 corner”) Crossroads,
Co Vap Distriet, Gia Dinh Province. "MNik Eal" was brought to a
rigson campyhera he stayed for almost & month, The Yiet Cong
¥C) unit which hLad captured bis saild that whan thay bad un-
successfully Attacksd ths Co Loa Camp, they had alec attacked &
nelghboriog Aserican cimp where “"Mik Kal," whom they mickiamed |
_“Major,” was captured. Howasvar, "Hix Iai“ claimed to ke only &
civilian working lo & Jdog trainieg unit, At the ties bhe wam
capturad, "Mik Kal" wors a T-sbirt which bad initials prim 2
ircle on t ot sod on the back there wes m dog's head,
ommant : tated that it wae a caricature of a dog
with'a black mos ong droopy ears.) "Kik Kal" bad explained
that this was the sysbol of & dog trainiag voit for which he
worked. He wore a ring with a black stone on the middle fioger

of bis vight hand,

g The second Amsricen priscoer wie a_19-year old
FIC (E-2), 2 member of the U.3, Aray 3th Engineering Battalion
stationsd in Cu Chi, Fsu K his Provioce, who had basn eaptured
when be wandersd into s YC camp in about April 1868. The pristoper
bad bean taken to & priscn camp and had remilned there for ssven
days. He claimed that he bid been following & girl when he got
lcat and scme children dirscted bim to what turned out to be & VO
canp. He was froa the southwest Usited States and bad clive
skin and short black huir, He was & Spanish Catholic and when
he praysd, he kKissed his taumb, Ha said be was Irom the low labor
clase in the United Statem xnd that he hxd volunteered to coms to
Yistoam for batter pay. ' = : o .

2. ’l'ni* visited Boan Lo Prison in Banoi in August 1863
durleg an Enemy Froselyting Department training courass, he read
brochures on five Asaricsn priscners and also talked with them,

He reseabered only two names: Schumacker, & Favy F-4 pllot, and
Pice, & n:inr pnd an T=105 pilot from Vbonm, Thalland, The other

thrae Amsrlcans wers all F=105 pilots from Ubco.

3. Durfcg conversations regarding priscrnars of war,
heard that Nr. Rizmasy, & menber of the U.5. Economlc Misslon
{USAID); had béen clgtut-d by the ¥C sod fin Way 1569 Nc, Ramaey
wAR ltfil being held at w COSYN priscn io Canbodian. He also
Esard that an Aray NOO had besn captured aocevhors io_the 1}
Cat District, Bich Duong Proviacé. This prisonsr was nearaighted

g 20d wore very thick glasssr, wan & beavy amoker and very young.
'ﬁl
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Enginoers,;

second U.5, prisonsr
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Joint Fe
"Hik Kal" as Michnel H. Kjome,
who had been missing @

of the 65th Engineering Battalion,

been captured on 21 Apri

reniining prisonsrs win
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Field Dissen:
{Mr. Nickel Oaly) Tth Ad
#4409 SAG OSI CIKCPAC PACFLT PACAT ARPAC,
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e=antt Preliainary coordination with ithe

ceovery Center /J
GE=

identified
gific Architects and
fpee 31 January 19€3.  The
wis identified as PFC Ferdinand.Rodriquex
who wie baliesved ko Bave -
information ©on the ’
josufficient for positive idestificatics.)
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Summary: ~The. Lac Dong Parity Central Comimittee, based on r
experience gained during the French resistance, established: %
policies regarding U.S. prisoners of war which included exploit-

ing each prisoner to the fullest extent possible., Exploitation AF
of the prisoners was carried out by either or both the Ministry G i
oI National Defense (MND) and the Ministry of Public Security F;

(MPS), depending on such criteria as time and eircumstances of ° 5!

‘capture, current tactical and strategic objectives, and lonp-
range potential of individual prisoners. Information on or

from the. Il.8.. prisoners_was.shared with other Communist couhtries, i
Principally the USSR and Cuba. End Summary - ) ' S £
e — S— ———— . ) e

l. (Field Comment: 1In the following repnrtl ::] -'-Tj.

was vague and inconsistent on the exact role= pla by the MPS i
and the MND in prisoner of war exploitation, possibly indiecating :

that his interpretations of the delineation of regponsibility 4 ;ﬁg_
between the MND and the MPS may be based on only general infﬂrma-qﬁéﬁb .
tion. ' He gave a much larger role to the MPS than did severkl

other sources whose access this information was much more
direct,although less broad, One source claimed that
the MP3 conducted no interrogations = he Hoa Lo Prison, whereas
other sources reported a limited role for the MPS in this field.)

2. Horth Vietnamese poliey, as set forth by the Central Com-
mittee of the Lao Dong Party, concerning the handling and exploita-
tion of U.3. prisoners of war was based on Viet Minh Doliey Lowards
prisoners who had béen capturad during the French Tedistangs ang ——
knowledge of prisoner ﬂxplaitaffﬁﬁmﬁﬁ§ﬁﬁ“ﬂE?fﬁ”??ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ“Tﬂ?ﬂT“H&d
acgquired from both the USSR and Communist China. The policy also
drew upon the personal experiences ol senior members of the NVN
Government who at various times had served in French prisons or

prisoner of war camps.,

3. The capture of U.S. and other prisoners of war was con-
sidered the responsibility of every agency, facllity and citizen
in NVN. The initial screening and gubsequent exploitation of each
U.8. prisonar depended on the place, date and circumstances of
capture and the criteria for clagssifying priscnars into categories. _
- /During the period of heavy U,S. bombing of NVN and the resdlting — _ °
destruction of transportation facilities, the established prodedures
.for handlirg prisoners of war and for evacuating them te central
" NVN establishments ware modified somewhat., The proximity to Hanoi
of B provinge where a prisoner was captured an e ava 1ty of
transportation were primary considerdtions ArTecting THE IMmegraey~—""
.. exploitatiod of a prisoner Ang EIﬁﬁgﬁgﬂEt t;nnﬁﬁﬁﬁf%ﬁ'ﬂiﬁﬁlT' Con=
sequiently, whila Henol was Bubjenteot 1s Hedvy Herial Bonbilgs,
- representatives of the MPS and/or MND, depending on.which was in
possession of the prisoner, travelet to the. provinge to exploit
the prisoner locally until arranpemknts éould be made  for His

transfer to Hanoi.

4, t btained from & prisoner at each level was
recorded in .detail and incorporated. into a YPreliminary Personal
Begord,” The information . was correlated with that already acquirsd
on the prisoner from other Sourcas inclnding, "if tHE prigcmer

. werd a pllot, {nformatlon on his %ifﬂrﬂftmuiﬁﬁ flight plan, “tdctics,
o 2Pparent targets and accompanying aircrait. 'THe a pparent farﬁé%é -
“were deduced  from 1nfurmaﬁiun?zgﬁﬁiﬁEE“Trﬁm the antlairsTart unit '
~ which shof dowh tha Bl ape and Tron UnliS FESponslble Tor. the.DAVELS  -ff
cal security of the targets. Thig information wa ed _to help . i

eslablisi Tne VETATILy of the infofmation provided by the prisoner
and to ald NVN's defense of the targets, R e i
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- B, Exglnitatigg_g;_ﬁﬂgﬁggigEﬂﬁ;ﬂggngﬂﬂﬁﬂ_ LEEOLY. .. )
in_which he was placed., The categorization of prisoners depended = A%

upon the affiliation of the initial capturing/sereening unit; the
extent to which the prisconer had been exploited prior to his trans-
fer to Hanoi; the prisoner's apparent aress of knowledgeabllity

as established during preliminary sereaning; the prisoner's age,
grade, dintelligence, position and degree of cocperation! evidence

of possible compromise of security within a element of the NVN ;#{%
Government; possiblility of escape by the priaunetgand the natinngl }j;J
origin of the prisoner. o o _ _jérg

‘;'_r.

+» Prisoners handled.byﬁguhlig securlity =mervice'eléments when

A - E 1.--
captured were E Eﬁﬁqgg%g to g facilities, =nd prifoners nandled 1 5
B ;nitiaIiE;§§ m'§i a;gu_dﬁmpptsiighjggﬂgzgy¥hme§ were transferred to %&%;
MHD dEE?HELEﬂ facilities in Hapoi. The MﬁD‘}nﬂerrnﬁataﬂ prisoners ¥
for tactical and strateglc military information, and the MP3 inter-

rogated for. iEical, 5uig§£§ficz.ggnnumip and ;to.some degreey .
military infgfiéiian. The MND was uéf"Tﬁ?éFEEfEE‘Tﬁ"IEﬁErﬁﬁﬁga
exploitation of prifoners, and it confined its activities primarily
L to the collection of tactical and strategic military information, :
U, ‘with little time given to longer'range objectives, ‘The responsibllity
' of the MND was considerably broader than that of the MPS in collect-
ing tactical and strategle military information. Anformation col-
lected by the MND was passed to the MES Combined Research Agency
for review to determine if requirements from other government agen=-
cles had been satisfied, Information collected by the MP3 was
similarly passed to the MND. (Field Comment: [did nﬂt'an$,
what requirements from other NVN agencies wers serviced. He was gﬁﬂ'"
not aequainted with the specific MND elements involved in this,

—

I3 } A
AR T

T .21 -
E m&ﬁﬂ;_ﬁﬁﬁ:‘:!;_ﬂ for
- R
t

’ other than the information was passed to the MND's Intelligence
v _ Department /Cuc Tinh Bao/.)

. T. The assignment of a prisoner to either the KPS or the MND.
depended not only on factors enumerated in paragraph 5 but alseo

on the prisoner's "Preliminary Personal Record" and on the MND or

MPS screening which o#funred at the central level upon the prisoner's
arrival in Hanol to determine more precisely the prisconer's areas

of knowledgeablility. The ensuing interrrogations, whether con-
dueted by the MND or the MPS, included the following:

a..-Enemy combat tactics, techniques and order of battle.

el

b. Enemy personnel, morale, fighting epirit and motiva-
tion factors.. :

¢. Enemy weaponry, technieal equipment and war materiel,
with especial attentien to anemy use of armor and armored vehiecles,

d. Enemy knowladge of the Viet Cong (VC) and North
 Vietnamese Army (NVA) forces in South Vietnam (SVN) generally,
and specifieally in thd prigsoner's activity &nd field of interest,

@, History of enemy. presencd in 3VN, unites and activities.|

LY

f. War-making potential of the enemy and his units both e G
in -8VN and other areas where enemy support and reinforcements could e
be obtained,.

e

A F

g. Nature of coordination and cooperation between U.E.__J
f.
|

. and other Allied units, including relationship between iAllied units ] .
and the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) forces. T
h. Economic war—makiné potential of the U.S., concen- l ‘f
trating on Information regarding production capabilities of U.S3. ;
" :

-+ War-related industries.

=R A
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i. Bocial class origin of members of T.S. military se
ices, he MND reportedly---7
had esta shed that most members of the U.B. Alr Force were from
the wealthier social class,whereas infantry and artillery troops %
were from the poorer, less-educated social class.) 1T

[k ] nr oy
1 [

s

s
" iyt

J. Professlonal background, psychological makeup and |
aspirations of the prisoner. L

k. General knowledge and comprehension of Americans in
B8YN of the military, political and economic situations in SYN and
other countries. . - .

1. Behavior, mental attitude and viewpoints of America CL
while under combat stress in SVN. o - T

m. Professional backgrounds and prévious assignueiifs of| 1.l

———m =k s M

other U.S. prisoners in NVN. )

n. Effect of NVYN's ideological inductrinitiﬂn pPrograms 'ﬁi
on .5. prisoners in NVN and results of NVN military proselyting =
efforts in SVN.

: 8. Interrogations were aimed at gaining the complete ‘cooper—
Aation of a prisoner so his services could be employed in _anti-war -
actlvlities such as letter writing to Americans im the U.5.; 1A= " "
cluding not oply relatj ¥es and friends bub also ipdividuals whose
names _had been obtained from other prisoners; making pro-NVN sand
antl-lL. 8. radio broadcasis; and other forms of propaganda. After
@_prisoner. had_cooperated, he mighi he. emploved in fechnical
fields where his specialized knowledge could be used. U.S. prisoners Lo
were indoctrinated to adopt a friendly attlfiude toward NVN and upon . [ .
their refurn to the U.8. to convey a Dro- anti-war feeling to o
their families, friends and relatives, _ '
chi? followed the example of Vief Minh proselyting activi-
tiés against French prisoners. The Viet Minh objective was to 2k
recruit as many French prisoners as possible to foment revolutions ?g TR

against the French Goverrment and the governments of French-domina teMWges 55
countries. the MPS and MND did not believe that ©U,s.
prisoners could be succe ully proselyted inte attempting a revo-
lution in the U.8.). : ' :

9. Field Dissem: State USMACY Tth Air Force NAVFO CINCPAC
© PACFLT PACAF ﬁRPACi .
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ﬁ COUNTRY North Vietnam
Doy l1964~-Saptember 1969
I .
SUBJECT Evacuation, Escape Attempts,
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Summary: American prisnnurs of war captured in North
and South Vietnam were evacuated fo genti@l faclilities in
Horth Fiatnamséy lpaq'ﬂxﬁﬁafiinuﬂly a8 circumsatances par-
mitted: “THOa aptured in South Vietnam (8VH) were evac-
dated via routes used by the North Vietnamese Army (¥NVA) to
infilQB its ugits inte 3VN. One escape attempt becamse .q?

known North Vietnam valued American POW's as

. poten ly very v valuabla sources of information. Illnesses
"suffered by Amerilcan prisohers of war while in’ captivity in
-NVN ineluded cachexia, general fatdgue and neurasthenia.

Some prisoners, because of thelr Tack of TGodperationm with the
NVN interrogators; werea identified as "hard core’) although a p
mora appropriate terminology would be "wayward" or "stubborn,' ]:ﬁ_FTT
End Summary. I.: ;

1. All Americans captured in SVN were evacuated to NVN A
as soon ad posdibile, consistent with good Security proceduras - ‘_
and with the combat situastion in each area of SVN, While :
limited exploitation of American prisoners was permitted in
o¥N-pollecy dictated that all Americans he dvacuated as soon
Bs local exploitation was concluded Ho American prisooners
wera held in SVN hayo the time needed to exploit them for
tactical infowmilion E

all captured Americans wore evacuated Lo Hanol within less
than 2ix months after ﬂHﬂtHlF ) i

]
ey —

e
= o
1

2, Local exploitation in SVN, particularly of the more
knowledgeable Americans, was cﬂnﬁucLeﬂ by NVA military in- .
talligence repregentatives who were primarily interested in
the' protection of local NVA and Viet Cong (VC) facilities
" and concentrations from Allied attack., This expleoitatien—
was concluded as quickly as possible =so the prisoner could
be evacusted to NVN. Striet accountability procedures ax-
dsted for each coplured American, and no VO/NVA commander
wishad. to assume responsibillity for his 51fnty longer than
WAE NeCcessaAry.
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i} 3. American prisoners were evacuanted to NVN along the
same rﬂutes as those used by the NVA to infiltrate 1ts per-
sonnel intd YN or to evacuante woundad to NVN, Some Americans,
1ike the VC/NVA wounded, were evacuated by truck from thoss

Areds which. received supplies from NVN by truck, but most
traveled o foot. Empty trucks returning to H?H from the
Quang, Tri Province area in particular were oceasionally usad
to transport American prisoners to NVN, and vehicles which
transported supplies as far south as Kontum Province werae =
,Also sometimes use Baoause truck and train transpdrt was
suhject to air attack aven in NYN, most prisoners continued ol
their journey in NVH on foot, Fawdr VO/NVA i1l and wounded '“fﬁ?

e Tl

e

T

e oy
i ey

ey

._.,._
5
T
=z
i
&
:

L &

S Y S
il HE
& el o 8 N ot
gy
e bl e

o[
e

—_——
- =

S
-

b
.
Ly

.h
kX
-

LY
b 4?':

w
“thg
5

wersa évneuateﬁ £o HVN from southern SVN than from central and 'f
nﬂrthern EFH

1 e

b2 f:
=

\ _-,!-;'-.
e

4. Each captured American was considered both. a valuable
hostage and a potential source of important information., Ac—
cordingly, no VO/NVA commander, given the fluid combat situa-
tion in S5VN, wished %o run the risk of having a captured Amer-
ican escape once the prisongr ‘oame under his jurisdiction.
‘8ince there wers no secure detention facilitiles in SVN, lower,
achelong transferred Americans to higher echslons and than to
the ceptral level in NVN as promptly as possibla,

5, [:: wag not aware of any escapas or attempted
egcapes by American prisoners in SVH Through intﬁrrngatiﬂns,
the Minlstry of Natlonal Defense (MND) and tthe Ministry of
Public Becurity (MPS) learned that U,S. pilots had repurtedly!E?-:
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been briefed to evade capture if downed over NYN by -q%
promptly signalling other aircraft to rescue them or
by taking shelter in mountalnous areas of NYN. They also
had been instructed to seek out shelter 1ln any foreign
ambasay in Hanol if this wera possible, Acdording to in--
formation provided during official briefings, all foreign
" ambassies in Hanoi were intensely interested in the presance -
of American prisoners in NVN, NVN therefore did not exelude
the possibility that the forelgn embassies, ineluding Com-—
munist bloc embassies, uld attempt to smuggle American
.+ + prisonars out of NVN. |'

! Fd

6.: While in ﬁ‘i,?']:q‘l[: j'[,es.rnad about the attempted
ascape of two American priscners in NVN. In late 1367, two
American pilots from the U.S5. 7th Fleet escaped from Hoa Lo
Prison about one month after their capture and after their
initial exploitation had been concluded. The prisoners, who
had given the Ilmpression of bhaing cooperative, wers able to
break out of the prison during the night while the regular
guard was attending a Party meeting. They hid thedir escapé
from a substitute gudard by placing matting under the bad
covers, and the escape was not detected until the following
mornihg. Search attempts, coordinated by the MPE and the MHD,
ware concentrated in the area of the Gia Lam airport because
it~was balieved that the escapeés would attempt to steal a
plana, Dogs tracked the escapees to the Hong River, and tha
search was then concentrated in the down-stream direction,
Public Security Services and NVA personnel were used from the
aﬂjﬂaent districts and provioces to aid in the search. -
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T Thﬂ egcapees wWere acclidentdlly